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Border Post

Freedom 
Bowl 2007
Fantastic food from 10 different countries prepared by the 
refugees, staff and volunteers, 40 gift baskets donated by 
our Board of Directors, honorary chairs (Dr. Philip & 
Paula Penepent) , a variety of entertainment, a festive air 
and a 33% increase in revenue are some of the highlights 
of this successful event.

People attending the 5th annual Freedom Bowl were 
greeted by Board Members, stafÞng the reception 
tables at La Casa. As they entered the hallway they 
were presented with an attractive display of more 
than 75 square feet of artisan bowls, mugs, and even 
beer steins. Choosing from the 200 ceramic crafts 
was the most difÞcult decision that attendees were 
faced with.

An Eclectic Global Menu

In past years, much of the fare consisted of Þnger 
foods, pastillas, samosas, or similar selections.

By contrast this yearÕs menu featured hand-crafted 
dishes prepared by the refugees, staff and 
volunteers including: Colombian Paella, Haitian 
Jerk Chicken, Matoke na Nyama (Ugandan Beef 
Stew), Green Bananas, Ugandan Peanut & Spinach 
Sauce over Rice, Sancocho, Haitian Peanut Rice and 
Beans. Guatemalan Salad, a variety of dishes from 
Ethiopia, and specially prepared perch from Chad

Percussion & Story Telling

This yearÕs Freedom Bowl saw a return of great 
entertainment featuring Drum Dancers from the 
African Cultural Center, story telling with  Lorna 
Czarnota, and the Daughters of Creative Sound.  
The only complaint about the entertainment was 
there wasnÕt more of it.

Many Thanks

As always, there are many people to thank for 
making this yearÕs Freedom Bowl such a success. 
First and foremost, Ray Bissonette of the Rev. A. 
Joseph Bissonette Memorial Foundation. for the 
continued sponsorship of this event. Without his 
support there wouldnÕt be an annual Freedom Bowl.  
The same of course can be said for George Schaeffer 
and the artisans of the Buffalo Clayart Center for 
making  the crafts for which the event is named.  
Also thanks to Brian Krauss CPA for his 
sponsorship of the event. Many refugees, board 
members, and VIVE staff & volunteers also pitched 
in from preparing dishes to helping set up and clean 
up after the event.  Special thanks also to Tom Tripp 
of VIVEÕs Board for coordinating many aspects of 
the event and to Renee Williams for pulling together 
the menu and making sure there was plenty of great 
food for everyone to enjoy.

VIVE offering hope, food, and shelter to more than 60,000 refugees from around the 
world since 1984.

Anonymous Donor 
Issues $18,000 
Challenge
An anonymous donor 
has offered to match 
dollar for dollar up to 
$18,000 any donation 
made in cash and stock 
by the end of the year.
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Safe Third Agreement 
Struck Down
This could mean 60% 
more refugees coming to 
VIVE in the future. 
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Just Like Teaching
Border Post proÞles 
longtime VIVE 
volunteer Tom Lynch. 
This versatile tri-
lingual volunteer talks 
about what VIVE 
means to him,
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VIVE was included in 
the 2008 Erie County 
Budget.
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A Brother’s Love
An Interview with 
Ray Bissonette who 
continued his slain 
brotherÕs involvement 
with VIVE through 
the Rev. A. Joseph 
Bissonette Memorial 
FoundationÕs support.
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Contact VIVE:
Telephone:
Voice (716)892-4354
Fax (716) 892-6191

By Mail:
50 Wyoming Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215
USA
vivelacasa.org
info@vivelacasa.org
volunteer@vivelacasa.org
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More than 200 people attended the 
Freedom Bowl  last month
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D I R E C T O RÕS  

N O T E  

IÕm sure it goes without 
saying to many of you 
reading this newsletter, 
but VIVE is an 
amazing place. 

Although IÕve only been 
with VIVE as director for about two months 
IÕve been aware of VIVE almost since itÕs 
founding. While working with Salvadoran 
refugees in Central America in the late 
1980Õs. I mentioned I was from Buffalo and 
someone told me all about VIVE.

In the two months since IÕve been here, weÕve 
seen the dramas facing refugees unfold in our 
ofÞces and shelter on a daily basis. WeÕve seen 
families separated and reunited, weÕve seen 
claimants doing whatever it takes to pull 
together the necessary documents to 
substantiate their claim. And weÕve seen a 
variety of health issues including kidney 
failure, diabetes, and pregnancy.  

WeÕve also seen touching acts of generosity by 
refugees towards their peers. Just last week a 
mother came to VIVE with her 4 teen-aged 
sons after after the close of business. La Casa 
was Þlled to capacity and we had no room to 
house the family. The refugees and staff took 
up a collection to pay for a hotel for two 
nights to keep the family together. Several of 
the older male refugees offered to give up their 
beds for the boys, which would have meant 
having to stay in one of the area shelters.

Even doing the best we can, VIVE is not a 
normal setting to raise children, and yet 
weÕve seen parents struggle to maintain some 
sense of normalcy by enrolling their kids in 
schools and other other activities. With stays 
at VIVE growing from days to weeks, things 
like school are even more important.

I look forward to continuing to work to make 
this amazing place and normal as possible.

Brian Brown-Cashdollar 

Save the Date - 4th 
Annual Recognition 
Dinner
VIVE will celebrate its 23rd anniversary at itÕs annual 
Recognition Dinner on May 15th, 2008 (Ascension Day) 
at Shanghai RedÕs.

At this annual event we will 
again honor the work of 
those sharing VIVEÕs 
commitment to serving 
refugees and social justice. 
The honorary chair this 
year is Jonathan Gardner. 

The dinner will be co-chaired by Rev. Roy Herberger 
and Mary Callahan. Please visit our website at 
vivelacasa.org for more information.

Anonymous Donor 
Issues $18,000 
Challenge to VIVE 
Supporters
Generous Donor offers to match donations dollar for 
dollar cash and stock donations.

A generous longtime supporter of VIVE has issued 
an end of the year challenge to match dollar-for-
dollar up to $18,000 all donations in cash and stock 
before the end of the year.

The donor has offered VIVE up to $18,000 in a fast 
rising stock for all donations made prior to 
December 31, 2007. If you act quickly with a 
generous donation, we will be able to take 
advantage of this gracious offer.

Pension Protection Act 
Set to Expire December 
31, 2007
A provision of the Pension Protection Act of 2006 expires 
at the end of this year.  It allows those who are 70 1/2  
years of age and own an IRA to make a tax free gift 
directly to a charitable organization such as VIVE.

If you own an IRA or other 
retirement instrument that 
has been converted to  an 
IRA, you can make a 
special gift under this 
provision as long as you 
meet the following criteria:

¥ You must be age 70 1/ 2 and own an IRA

¥ You must direct your IRA administrator to send 
your gift directly to the charitable organization; you 
may not receive the funds yourself.

¥ Your gift must be made on or before December 31, 
2007.

¥ The maximum excluded 2007 distribution is 
$100,000 per taxpayer.

Other Important Information: !

 Distributions can be made from a traditional IRA or 
a Roth IRA.! You may also rollover funds tax free 
from another qualiÞed plan, such as a 401(k) or a 
403(b) to a traditional IRA or a Roth IRA for a 
subsequent gift.

This provision is in the Pension Protection Act of 
2006.! A gift made this way does not Þgure in your 
taxable income or in Schedule A charitable 
deductions.! This gift can also count as a portion (or 
all) of your minimum required distribution 
(required by law when you reach 70 1/ 2.)!

This provision ends at the end of 2007.  Anyone 
interested in making a gift to VIVE, who is already 
70 1/ 2  should contact their Þnancial advisor as soon 
as possible, before this provision of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 expires.

Safe Third Agreement 
Stuck Down in Canada
The Federal Court of Canada has struck down an 
agreement that barred thousands of refugees from seeking 
refugee status in Canada, saying the U.S. does not meet 
international refugee protection requirements, nor does it 
respect international conventions against torture.

According to Rod 
McDowell a Canadian 
immigration attorney and 
VIVE Board Member, what 
this may mean for VIVE in 
coming years is as much as 
a 60% increase in people 

coming through VIVE.

"It is difÞcult to imagine how the governor in 
council could have reasonably concluded that the 
U.S. complies with the Refugee Convention when 
the law allows the exclusion of claimants who 
involuntarily provided support to terrorist groups. 
ÒThe terrorist exclusions are extremely harsh and 
cast a wide net which will catch many who never 
posed a threat.Ó  ÒIn returning claimants to the U.S. 
under these circumstances, the weight of the 
evidence is that Canada is exposing refugees to a 
serious risk of refoulement (return to danger) and 
torture which is contrary to the applicable articles of 
the Refugee Convention and the Convention 
Against Torture."

But while the court struck down the agreement, 
prospective refugees won't see any change right 
away. The court has yet to rule on the consequences 
that ßow from the ruling and it is also possible that 
the ruling will be appealed.
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Board of Directors
Sr. Barbara Riter, SSMN — Board President
Rev. John Long — Vice-President
Sr. Carol Ellis, RSM — Treasurer
Sr. Marie Stachowiak, FSSJ — Secretary

Jeffrey Albert
Lynne Bogdan, CPA
Mary Callahan
Rev. Roy Herberger
Sr. Judith Justinger, SSJ
Sr. Barbara Juszkiewicz, CSSF
Sr. Bea Leising, OSF
Michael Marszalkowski, Esq.
Roderick McDowell, Esq.
William Leslie-McSpadden
Richard Penfold
Sr. Mary Kay Stahl, OSF
Deacon Thomas Tripp
Sr. Majorie Weisnet, SSS

Executive Director
Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Director of Operations
Angela Jordan

Border Post Editors
Thomas Tripp & Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Just Like Teaching...
Prior to becoming an invaluable member of  the VIVE family as a 
volunteer, Tom Lynch was a teacher at City Honors for many years.

So TomÕs response to the question, ÒWhat do you like best about 
volunteering at VIVE?Ó, was not surprising.  He said it refreshed and 
energized him. It was just like teaching.

Every day Tom spends at VIVE brings new people, new challenges, new 
stories, and new energy from around the globe. It reminds him of his 33 
years in the classroom and that spells freshness and vitality. 

This multi-lingual friend of refugees has been lending himself to VIVE for 
three years now. It all began with a simple invitation to try volunteering at VIVE by a friend at a party. With his 
personable nature Tom registers refugee clients in English, French, and Spanish. And if VIVE ever gets Irish-speaking 
refugees- heÕll be ready for them as well. In addition, he often serves as translator for our legal ofÞce and even Þlls in for 
Sister Louise at the welcoming desk when she returns home on vacation. In all of these areas his philosophy is to exude 
calmness and a welcoming attitude towards the clients-who come from negative and chaotic environs. 

Tom relishes the frenetic pace of La Casa and marvels at the positive interaction among staff, volunteers, and refugees. 
Although he realizes the transient nature of most relationships in the shelter, he still attempts to befriend and talk to 
each client as if they were neighbors. 

Married to his wife Lori (an ESL teacher in Buffalo Public Schools) for 38 years, Tom is a proud father of his son Tom and 
daughter Terra-who both have successful careers in New York City. Maybe Lori will join him when she decides to retire.

If youÕre retired individual looking for some degree of fulÞllment and purpose in your Ònew lifeÓ, Tom invites you to 
give VIVE volunteering a try.

VIVE’s Mission

VIVE is an interfaith 
organization which assists 
refugees seeking protection 
under the Geneva 
Convention in Canada or 
the United States.  VIVE 
provides refugees with 
shelter, food, legal services 
and care for other urgent 
needs.

Toothbrushes

Deodorants

Adult Socks 

Children’s Socks 

Sponges

Mops

Brushes

Cleaning Solvents

Medical ID Bracelets 
(Disposable)

Programming 
Volunteers

Handi-men & women

Computer Geeks

Reception Volunteers

Asst. Volunteer 
Coordinator

Volunteer Nurse

Consumer Refrigerator

Commercial Kitchen 
Equipment

XP Capable Computers

Mac OS X.4 Capable 
Computers

Steel Frame Bunk Beds

WISH LIST

Pledge 
Online:

vivelacasa.org
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Alpha Sigma Tau- Buffalo Alumnae Chapter
 American Red Cross- Greater Buffalo Chapter
 Amherst Community Church
 Buffalo City Mission
 Buffalo Urban Renewal Agency
 Christ Episcopal Church
 Church of The Nativity UCC
 Cleveland Drive Presbyterian Church
 Eastern Hills Sunrise Rotary Foundation
 Ebenezer UCC
 Edge Research
 Faith United Church of Christ
 First Presbyterian Church of Allentown
 First Presbyterian Church
 Heart, Love & Soul Inc.
 HSBC Philanthropic Programs
 Lutheran Immigration And Refugee Service
 Manzella Knitting Co.
 Niagara Hobby & Craft Mart
 Pax Christi of Western NY
 Quad Parish Youth Outreach
 Red Carpet Inn- Haripriya, Inc.
 Religious Society of Friends Buffalo Meeting
 St. Mary's Church Vacation Bible School
 St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
 St. Peter's Episcopal Church
 Threads of Hope Linen Pantry
 Trinity Episcopal Church Of Hamburg ECW
 Try-It Distributing Co., Inc.
Adams, Cynthia P
Ahmed, Mozaffar 
Alfesso, Alexis 
Ali, Irshad 
Alt, Wayne I
Anderson, Ralph T
Anonymous
Ashraf, Asma H
Austin, Frank 
Baeumler, Bernice  P
Baker, J. R - Presbytery of Western New York
Balzano, Gregory J
Barksdale, William 
Bassham, Ronal R
Bastian, James R - St. Bonaventure RC Church
Battaglia-Evans, Marguerite 
Bauer, Paul  D
Becker, Miriam 
Bellan, Robert J
Bergen, Elizabeth M
Bisson, Mary A
Bissonette, Ph.D., Raymond P - Bissonette 
Memorial Foundation
Bistany, Theodore 
Bloom , Paul J - Hamburg High School Hunger 
Action Group
Bogdan, Lynne M
Boisaubin, Carlene 
Borland, Gregg R
Boyd, Patricia  - St. Benedict's School
Brady, Evelyn  F
Breen, Lupe  J
Brennan, Mary S
Bridgford, Peter W
Brown, Barbara B
Browne, E. W
Brunish, Bette J
Bryan, Judith & Richard 
Brynolfson, Thelma A
Bug, Elizabeth 
Bulger, Patricia A
Bunis, Audre 
Buscarino, Helen 
Call, Diane M

Callahan, Mary E
Cardina, Teresa 
Carlo, Jim & Joan 
Carr, Edward A
Casassa, Judith A
Cashing, Douglas L
Cayford, Ruth 
Cefaratti, John & Geraldine 
Chan, Shirley M
Cherry FSSJ, Jean M - Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious
Chiesi, Claudia 
Collins, J. M
Colvin, John F
Cosgrove, Ceil 
Cotter, Timothy M
Crawford, Roberta E
Curtin, John T
Daniels, Donald J
Darroch, Nelson 
Daub, Tracy  - University Presbyterian Church
Davis, Helen  M
Davis, Joseph and Patricia 
Derby, Mary E
DeSimone, Gerard A
Dessert, Louise 
Di Carlo, Sally A
Diaz-Herrera, Patricia 
DiFranco, E. C. R
Diina, Anthony N
Dineen, Mary Christina 
DiVita, Joseph  - All Automotive Service
Doerr, Joann E
Donovan, Walter A
Drajem, Robert A
Drzewiecki, Daniel R
Dunn, Mary Beatrice 
Dwigans, R. I
Dwyer, Cynthia B
Ebel, Dorinne & Don 
Effendi, Farrukh 
Efron, Arthur 
Ellis, Mary A
Fels-Becker, Marcia 
Filvaroff, David B
Finley, Sheron 
Fisher, Robert  C
Flickinger, Mary E
Flynn, Molly 
Fortuna, Frances E
Foster, Gordon W
Fournier, Daniel K
Frake, Joanne and Charles 
France, Anna Kay 
Franier, Mary Louise 
Frank, Emily J - Medina Area Assn. of Churches
Frey, Kevin and Brenda 
Gallo, Mary E
Gardner, Esq., Sue S - Evans-Devereux Memorial 
Fund
Garrison, J. M - Bishop's Fund, Diocese of WNY
Garrison, J. M - Episcopal Community Services 
WNY
Garrison, J. M
Gesel, Michael 
Gestwicki, Tom & Andrea 
Gibson, Sharon A
Gilabert, Alice 
Gilmore, Susan   - United Way of the Greater 
Lehigh Valley
Gleason, Margaret Mary 
Goldman, Catherine F - Catherine F. Goldman 
Philanthropic Fund

Gordon, Justin 
Graham, Ann R
Graham, Susan P
Grande, Geraldine 
Grimm, Robert E
Gross, Janet F
Gundlach, Beverly 
Hall, Gregory  - First Presbyterian Church Of 
Clarence
Hallinan, S.J., Mark  - Society of Jesus- New York 
Province
Halpern, Harriet 
Hanavan, Barbara A
Hansen, Janice  - St. Paul's Episcopal Women's 
Guild
Hart, Edwin P
Harter, Angelica S
Hartnett, Linda & Mike 
Harvey, Ruth 
Haven, Alvin R
Haynes, Nan & Richard 
Headlee, Patricia A
Hennessy, Mary P
Herberger, Roy T - SS. Columba & Brigid Church
Hitzges, Richard A
Hoff, RSM, Nancy  - Sisters of Mercy - Buffalo
Houck, Donald L
Houghtaling, John L
Hyland, Jeannie  - Hair Care
Iannaccone, Adolph C
Idzik, Joanne 
Iggers, Georg & Wilma 
Insera, Maxine J
Jackson, Asmahan 
Jamieson, Charles P
Jarmusz, Leonard & Jo Ann 
Johnson, Nancy J
Johnson, Ruth M
Jones, Diane A
Joo, SSS, Teresina  - Sisters of Social Service
Juenker, Donna M
Juncewicz, Edmund 
Justinger, Judith 
Kamrowski, Barbara 
Kashmiri, Tony  - Sunrise Inn
Kawi, Tarik & Patricia 
Keane, Margaret M
Keating, David J
Kemp, Barbara M
Kerwin, Marie 
Kline, Karen 
Klocke, Kathleen A
Knauber, Mary Leo 
Kogler, Geraldine A
Kohler, Phyllis 
Krauss, Brian H
Kuhlmann, John L
LaFalce, John & Patricia 
Lambert, Leonore S
Lawrence, Don 
Leising, Bea 
Leising, John J - St. Bridget's R.C. Church
Letiecq, Paul H

 VIVE Donations Received Over the Last Six Months June 2007 – November 2007. 
Over the last six months we have received 633 Your generosity has kept VIVE strong. 

If you made a gift to VIVE in the last 6 months and do not see it reflected here, please give us a call.
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VIVE Donations Received Over the Last Six Months June 2007 – November 2007. Over the last six months we 
have received 633 Your generosity has kept VIVE strong. 

Levine, Andrew & Bonnie 
Lien, Dorothy M
Lillie, Paul 
Lindquist, Susan 
Little, Judith 
Long, John R
Lonski, Bob & Jackie 
Lord, Patricia 
Lubin, Andre 
Lucas, Joanne B
Lucow, Michael  - Orchard Park Friends Meeting
Ludwig, Caroline 
Ludwig, Mark J
Mahoney, David J
Mallon, Ruth  
Maloney, John 
Mann, Joanne 
Maraschiello, Jo Ann 
Marszalkowski, Michael E
Marynowski, John 
Masiello, Kate  - Community Foundation For 
Greater Buffalo
Mattar, Elaine 
McCarrick, OSF, Mary  - Providence Fund
McCarthy, Barbara J
McClelland, Judith V
McDowell, Roderick H
McJunkin, Evon  - First Presbyterian Church
McKenna, Eileen  
McLaughlin, Bill & Marion 
McNamara, Timothy W
Mendez, Kathleen H
Metcalf, Steven  - Calvary Episcopal Church
Metzger, Rose Marie 
Meyers, Jason B
Miles, Arlene M
Miles, Tom & Debbie 
Miller, Daniel M
Mirza, Mahmud 
Misso, Deborah A
Mohamed, Veve L
Moomaw, Ellen L
Moran, James A
Mott, Peter & Gail 
Mramor, Cristina 
Mueller, OSF, Dorothy  - Sisters of St. Francis of 
Holy Name Province
Munschauer, Cynthia  
Murrett, Janice and Peter  
Muteba, Kapiamba 
Mwami, Faith 
Myers, Kathryn & Gary 
Nelson, Laurel  - Presbyterian Logos Youth Group
Nesselbush, Paul 
Nesson, Marilyn 
Newbert, Russell A
Newman, Mildred S
North, Robert 
Northway, Carole A
Nugent, Richard T
Nunweiler, Lois Jean 
Obzud, SFO, Sheila M - Secular Franciscan Order, 
St. Joseph Fraternity
Ochterski, Wallace & Barbara 
O'Hara, Joan S
Olender, Elizabeth A
O'Neill, Brian P
Owens, Natalie A
Parker, Richard W
Paul, Laurence J
Penepent, Philip A
Peterson, Nancy J
Anonymous
Petrillo, Mike  - Valu Home Centers
Petruzzella, Pauline 

Piatkowski, Dennis J
Pietrzak, Paul V
Pilon, Suzanne 
Anonymous
Potts, Patricia H
Primm, Herb 
Prion-Sarata, Catherine 
Pristach, Cynthia A
Privett, Marilyn K
Reidy, Lisa M
Reilly, Dorothea M
Reina, Richard A - St. John the Baptist RC Church
Renn, Emily S
Ressman, Elizabeth 
Rimo, Julianna 
Risler, Harold J
Riter, Dennis G
Roberts, Frances 
Roberts, Marion E
Roll, Raymond F
Romanowicz, Ronald J
Ruch, David E
Rutstein, Alvin 
Sabatino, Charles J
Salzman,  FSSJ, Judith E - Franciscan Sisters of St. 
Joseph
Sampson CJM, J. G - Eudist Fathers
Scarfia, Gabriel 
Schaeffer, George  - Buffalo Clayart Center
Schaeffer, Kathleen B
Schanzer, George O
Scheider, William L
Scheiderer, Ellen G
Schiesl, Eileen M
Schiferle, Ray G
Seil, Paul D - St. Lawrence RC Church
Seil, Paul D
Shepard, Linda & Stacey 
Short, Molly SSiepierski, Paul 
Sievert, Janice 
Silverstein, Cynthia & David 
Sirianni, Joyce  - Faith United Presbyterian Church
Smith, Bruce  - NYSUT Organization
Smith, Michael 
Smith, OSF, Dorothy M - Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Neumann Communities
Smith, Ronald J
Soffin, Rosemary S
Sokolowski, Jerry  - Buffalo Games
Spangler, N. D - St. Paul's Episcopal Cathedral
Spencer, Karen L
Sperrazza, Rosalie M
Stahl, OSF, Mary Kay 
Stang, Mary Norbert 
Stefan-Szittai, Brian J
Stehlik, Margaret P
Strauss, Marshall  - Human & Civil Rights 
Organizations of America
Stuart, Corinne T
Swift, Jacqueline 
Szell, Michelene 
Taylor, Beth M
Taylor, Virginia E
Testa, Edward E
Thieroff, Jeanne A
Thomson, Mary G
Thorne, Julia  - Presbyterian Church (USA)
Thornton, Tamara & Jonathan 
Timmerman, John  - First Presbyterian Church of 
Lewiston
Torsell, Margaret 
Trapp, Jane A
Tripp, Karen 
Tripp, Thomas  N
Tuyn, William R

Twist, David 
Anonymous
Voell, Tony & Paula 
Werder, Gerard J
Whalen, Barbara  - St. Mary's School Pre-School 
Parents & Children
Whalen, M. J
White, SSMN, Mary Veronica  - Sisters of St. Mary 
Of Namur
Whitney, Paul J
Wiedeman, Maureen A
Wilmore, Evelyn  - St. Christopher CVO
Winkelsas, Michele E
Wisbaum, Janet  K
Woike, Kay & Glenn 
Woike-Ganga, Elizabeth 
Woodman, Danielle 
Wright, Nancy J
Wright, Rupert A
Wunder, Loleta A
Yale-Loehr, Stephen W
Young, Loretta  - Sisters Of St. Joseph, 
Congregation of the
Young, Richard  - Orchard Park Presbyterian 
Church
Zajac, Richard E
Zoromski, Carrie 
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New & Familiar Faces
VIVE has operated understaffed for nearly two years.  Recently weÕve Þlled some 
important gaps with new employees and redeÞned the roles of others to better serve 
our clients but, as people stay longer and more refugees come, weÕve still got a long 
way to go. (Deborah Greitzer is not pictured, but the long time VIVE attorney has also returned after a Þve year absence.)

Dan Whalen Elyse Lyon & Peter Murrett Marlyn Moore Wendell Ferrell, Jr. Reneee Williams

VIVE INCLUDED IN COUNTY 
BUDGET
After a lot of hard work by VIVE supporters, phone calls, meetings, faxes and 
speaking before the Erie County Legislature, VIVE was included in the 
County Budget for $100,000.  Although it falls short of our request for 
$150,000, it is much better than we expected. In early October the Board was 
informed that VIVE would not be included in the County ExecutiveÕs budget 
and we were also warned that due to procedural changes with the legislature, 
it would be very difÞcult to include VIVE as a Legislative Add-on, as occurred 
the previous year. The VIVE community responded by reaching out Þrst to 
the County Executive who included VIVE for $75,000 and then, after 
communicating the important role VIVE plays in our community, the 
legislature responded by adding an additional $25,000 to the County 
ExecutiveÕs allocation.

Also it must be noted that former Congressman John LaFalce worked hard to 
promote VIVE to both the County Executive and the Legislators, writing 
multiple letters and making phone calls to both the County Executive and all 
of the Legislators. His support was invaluable.

Enterprise Charter School Donates a 
Dozen Computers
Anyone,familiar with the current level of technology used at VIVE, knows it 
is Þrmly rooted in the 1990Õs (re: many of the staff machines and machines 
used by clients are running Windows 95, 98 and Mac OS 9). This has serious 
implications for efÞciency and data security. Working with the Enterprise 
Charter School on Oak Street VIVE will soon have a dozen machines capable 
of running Windows 2000 or XP.  Many thanks for this badly needed upgrade!

Help Get the Word Out

Are you a member of 
Church or Organization
 that hosts speakers?

Invite VIVE
Help us tell the story of this 

important one-of-a-kind 
organization!



V I V E  •  L A  C A S A

Border Post - December 2007	 7

A BrotherÕs Love 
Following his brotherÕs violent murder in 1987, Dr. 
Ray Bissonette felt compelled to perpetuate the 
work and message of social justice his brother had 
established in his inner city ministry. Father Joe 
Bissonette knew the risks and sacriÞces of his 
mission but saw them as central to his priesthood 
which for him was working with the poor, the 
needy, and the marginalized. He attended to their 
spiritual and material needs with a well-known 
passion.

 His brother Ray, out of love and respect for his 
brother, quickly recruited a group of trustees to help 
administer the Rev. A. Joseph Bissonette Memorial 
Foundation. The FoundationÕs purpose is to support 
projects that continue the mission and message of 
Father Joe. 

Father Bissonette was there to aid in the founding of 
VIVE, Inc, and the memorial foundation named in 
his honor continues to help fund VIVEÕs mission as 
it has done the past twenty years. More recently, the 
Bissonette Foundation has graciously served as 
primary sponsor of VIVEÕs annual ÒFreedom BowlÓ 
fundraiser. According to Ray, VIVE displays the 
same care and concern for the displaced, the 
threatened, and the desperate, that his brother Joe 
did.  VIVE and The Bissonette Foundation are a 
good Þt. 

Ray, who serves as the chairperson of his brotherÕs 
namesake foundation, comes with his own sense of 
compassion and understanding for issues of social 
justice around the world. Though retired from the 
University of Buffalo, he continues on in an ad hoc 
role. His primary work at U.B. revolved around 
three areas:

The training of physician faculty for careers in 
academic medicine.

The teaching of clinical behavioral sciences to 
medical  students and residents.

The development of a program in cross-
cultural medicine on an international basis.

This last accomplishment placed medical students 
in remote clinical settings in developing countries 
and gave Ray the opportunity to travel all over the 

world in the administration of the program. On 
many of these travel placements, Ray would witness 
the desperation of people in threatening and 
dangerous situations. The sources of danger ranged 
from starvation and persecution to torture and 
death. The recollections and images Ray brings back 
from his travels echo the stories that Þlter down the 
hallways of VIVE. 

In Ray BissonetteÕs voice and body language is a 
palpable compassion for refugees and marginalized 
people. One gets the feeling that this compassion is 
an amalgam of his brotherÕs loving legacy, and his 
own personal witness. Whatever the source, it is 
unmistakable and strong.

When asked to lend his thoughts to VIVE and its 
operation, Ray speaks with a dichotomy of praise 
and disappointment. ÒVIVE provides an enormous 
humanitarian beneÞt to society by feeding, housing, 
and providing legal advice to refugees from all over 
the world,Ó he states. ÒWeÕre not dealing with 
mainstream agencies with consistent funding 
sources.Ò  ÒWeÕre dealing with marginal groups 
funding marginalized people.Ó  He also praises the 
staff and volunteers: ÒYou have many selßess 
people with no need for glory or self-advancement.Ó  
ÒThey just give everything from their hearts to help 
people.Ó

On the other side of the coin, Ray is dismayed by 
the reality that the very survival of VIVE has 
recently been in question. ÒYou people and the work 
you do is mostly invisible to the public.Ó It tends to 
ßy under everyoneÕs radar,Ó he states bluntly. He 
wistfully complains that governmental agencies 
need to shoulder more of the responsibility for such 
humanitarian efforts. 

Whether it was the love for a brother, his own 
personal experiences or some combination, the 
result has been a bonding of the Rev. A Joseph 
Bissonette Foundation to VIVEÕs refugee shelter, 
Ray Bissonette remains committed in both principle 
and with funds. He and the memory of his brother 
Joe, form a strong partnership with the refugees of 
the world. 

Activist & Manager 
Joins VIVEÕs Staff
With two decades of experience working in the 
community Angela Jordan Joins VIVE as the Director of 
Operations

Prior to interviewing for the position Ms. Jordan did 
a walk-through  La Casa shelter with the Executive 
Director to see all of the challenges and possibilities 
that would face the Director of Operations. ÒWhat I 
saw was an organization that provides an 
invaluable service, but barely had the capacity to 
operate.Ó

After learning about some of the challenges facing 
VIVE, Angela knew that she could help.  ÒThere 
were no big problems here, just alot of little ones.Ó

Ms. Jordan believes that, ÒBy improving the 
organizational capacity of La Casa we will improve 
all areas of operation from requesting time off to 
purchasing supplies to having an environment 
where everyone is treated with respect.Ó Over the 
last month, ÒYou can already see the change in the 
refugeesÓ .Ó I want them leaving here feeling that 
this was home, whether theyÕre here for two days, a 
month, or a yearÓ.

Angela said that one of her goals is to introduce 
programming. In the past when people were here 
for two days, programming was not much of an 
issue. However, with people staying at La Casa for 
up to a month, a lack of programming is a serious 
short coming.  ÒEspecially for kids, because kids are 
where my heart is.Ó  ÒWe have to make sure that we 
do a better job of serving kids who are here for 
longer and longer periods of time.Ó

In the month since joining VIVE, Ms. Jordan says 
that sheÕs genuinely touched by many of the people 
we serve.  Especially the mothers who go to great 
lengths to make sure that their children have the 
chance to grow up in a safe and healthy home.  She 
also commented on having the chance to watch a 
young lady blossom. ÒShe was escaping an 
arranged marriage under a repressive regime.  
ÒWhen she arrived at VIVE, she said very little but 
in her short time here sheÕs blossomedÓ

ÒI want us to be able to that for others too.Ó

VIVE Facts 2007:

Total People Served - 3600

Men - 1440

Woman - 1152

Children - 1008

Bed nights of Shelter - 23,000

Meals Served - 118,000
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Images from the Freedom Bowl 2007
Fantastic food from ten different countries prepared by the refugees, staff and 
volunteers, forty gift baskets donated by our Board of Directors and community 
members, Honorary Chairs (Dr. Philip & Paula Penepent) as well as a variety of 
entertainment; a festive air and a 33% increase in revenue  mark just some of the 
highlights of this successful event.
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