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Fax (716) 892-6191

By Mail:
50 Wyoming Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215
USA
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Border Post
Offering hope, opportunity, food and shelter to 65,000 refugees since 1984.

6th Annual Freedom 
Bowl
On Saturday, 
November 1, VIVE will  
hold its sixth annual 
Freedom Bowl. Join us 
in sharing a meal 
prepared by our clients 
in handcrafted bowls 
from the artisans of 
Buffalo Clayart.
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Ride for Refugees
Willie Jay will Þeld a 
team in this yearÕs Ride 
for Refugees to raise 
money for VIVE.
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Human TrafÞcking
Last year over 800,000 
children and adults 
were the victims of 
Human TrafÞcking, 
including 16,000 that 
came to the United 
States. VIVE has 
served victims of 
trafÞcking over the 
years.
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Thank you Sr. Louise
For more than 20 years 
Sr. Louise Lopez has 
served the refugees of 
VIVE.
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New Staff
In recent months VIVE 
has added staff to meet 
growing demand.
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Sixth Annual 
Freedom Bowl
On Saturday, November 1 (Noon-3PM), VIVE will 
hold its 6 th annual Freedom Bowl. Join us in 
sharing a meal prepared by our clients in 
handcrafted artisan bowls.

On November 1 the best meal in Western New 
York can be found at VIVEÕs 50 Wyoming Avenue 
shelter. Dishes from Ethiopia, Colombia, Tibet, Sri 
Lanka, Uganda, and Haiti will be served in one-of-
a-kind, hand-crafted bowls created again by the 
artisans of Buffalo Clayart studios. Attendees can 
select from over 200 hand-crafted bowls. Selecting a 
bowl may be the most difÞcult choice youÕll have, as 
you start or add to your own personal Freedom 
Bowl collection. We invite you to share a meal with 
the extraordinary people we serve. VIVE provides 
sanctuary and assistance to refugees as they start 
their new lives free from war, violence, and terror. 
Tickets are $50 each and proceeds support the 
important work of VIVE. Off street parking is 
available.

The Freedom Bowl is again sponsored by the Rev. 
A. Joseph Bissonette Memorial Foundation . The 
foundation honors the work of Father Joe Bissonette 
whose life was dedicated to serving the poor from 
around the world. Father Bissonette was involved in 
the founding of VIVE and assisted Canadian bound 
refugees with temporary shelter at a time when 
VIVE only had twenty-Þve beds. WeÕre proud to 
continue the important work of Father Bissonette as 
we now provide over 4,000 bed nights/month to 
both U.S. and Canadian bound refugees.

All the food will be prepared by current and former 
clients of VIVE  and staff and the entertainment will 
be provided by The Daughters of Creative Sound . 
The percussive group founded in 2004 includes nine 
women of African decent. The Daughters of 
Creative sound received the ÒWomen of the ArtsÓ 
award in 2005 from Preventionfocus. The Daughters 
of Creative Sound are generously donating their 
services to this yearÕs Freedom Bowl. Entertainment 
will also be provided by Ematong, led by Simon 
Coal. Ematong is made up of recent Sudanese 
immigrants.

Attendees will also have the chance to bid on 
dozens of themed baskets generously donated by 
the community. We encourage you to purchase your 
tickets in advance or you can pay at the door. 

If you are unable to attend, you may still contribute, 
sponsor others to attend, donate a theme basket for 
rafße, or take out an advertisement in our program 
book. Program ads run $35 for a business card, $50 
for a quarter page, $100 for a half page, and $200 for 
a full page. Ads are due by October 17.

To purchase tickets or ads, make donations or 
sponsorships, or donate baskets, contact Brian 
Brown-Cashdollar at 716-348-6199 or e-mail at 
freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org. Please join us and 
support this unique annual affair!  

Freedom Bowl 2007
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One Year Later

A year ago this week I 
joined VIVE as its 
Director. WeÕve written 
at length in these 
newsletters about the changes weÕve made to 
upgrade our services and the tentative 
progress weÕve made in improving our 
Þnances. In light of all the bad economic news 
weÕve heard recently regarding the national 
economy, raising new dollars will be all the 
more challenging. WeÕre working on several 
fronts to capture additional contributions 
from VIVE alumni and their communities in 
Canada and other initiatives.

In terms of economics, weÕre entering 
uncharted territory as individuals and 
institutions struggle to meet their basic needs 
or fulÞll their core missions. The longer this 
economic contraction goes on, the scarcer 
giving dollars will become. In spite of that, the 
need for VIVE has never been greater as social 
unrest, civil war, and competition for 
resources increase the need for sanctuary.

Despite everything, we still continue to make 
progress. This fall, for the Þrst time in years, a 
request for funding for VIVE was included at 
the departmental level of the county budget. 
ItÕs no guarantee of funding, but itÕs certainly 
more promising then weÕve seen in years past. 
ItÕs also an important recognition of VIVEÕs 
role in Erie CountyÕs service delivery 
community. The coming years will be difÞcult 
for many non-proÞts, but I am hopeful that 
VIVE will emerge with stronger ties to the 
communities we serve and stronger 
connections with the communities that have 
sustained us for the last 25 years. Thanks 
again.

Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Executive Director 

Ride for Refugees
International Teams, a Canadian NGO, began 
ÒRide for Refugees Ó Þve years ago with 20 riders 
in one location. This yearÕs Ride will be held in 9 
cities across Canada and in Chicago with more 
than 500 riders. Participating teams and riders can 
designate an organization that serves refugees 
which will receive 50% of what they raise. Willie 
Jay (the DirectorÕs stepson) has formed a team to 
participate in this yearÕs Ride in Fort Erie, ON. 
Please consider supporting WillieÕs ride or 
consider riding for VIVE yourself in any of the 
nine Ride sites. For more information or to make a 
pledge, please visit the Ride for Refugees website 
at http://www.rideforrefugees.com . To support 
WillieÕs ride for VIVE go to the Ride for Refugee 
site, click on the U.S. ßag in the upper left-hand 
corner, click on the ÒSupport A TeamÓ and type 
ViveBuffalo in the ÒTeam NameÓ Þeld. Thanks, 
Willie!

Lending a Hand
VIVE needs volunteers. Volunteers have helped 
keep the doors open for the last 25 years, 
performing vital duties. Volunteers have 
registered refugees, answered phones, performed 
maintenance, provided free legal representation, 
and recreational and cultural opportunities to the 
families we serve.  Below, please Þnd a summary 
of the volunteer hours for the Þscal year 
2007-2008.

Volunteer Type Hours Value

Long Term 
Volunteers

6,227 $62,720.00

Short Term 
Volunteers

5,000 $35,750.00

Refugee 
Volunteers

18,250 $130,487.50

TOTALS 29,522 $228,957.50

Thanks to all our volunteers for their service and 
dedication!

VIVE at 25
VIVE is getting ready for an anniversary 
celebration! The ÒOrganization for World 
RefugeesÓ will celebrate its 25th year of serving 
refugees in 2009. Nine orders of Women Religious 
founded the shelter in 1984, Þrst housing refugees 
at the unused convent of Queen of All Saints 
Parish in Lackawanna. VIVE was founded due to 
a sudden and dramatic need to aid refugees 
displaced by the civil war and state sponsored 
terrorism that existed in Central America back in 
the 1980Õs. Since 1991, the shelter has been located 
at 50 Wyoming Avenue on BuffaloÕs east side, in 
the former St. MatthewÕs school.  We will 
commemorate the anniversary throughout the 
year, celebrating those who have contributed so 
much to the House of Hope over the last quarter 
century. If youÕd like to makes speciÞc suggestions 
on who should be honored and acknowledged, 
please let us know.

VIVE in The News
VIVE was featured on the website of the Buffalo 
News in recent weeks. Angela Shoemaker, a 
photographer who interned with The News this 
past summer spent a month and a half at VIVE 
and she developed 4 presentations that do an 
excellent job telling the story of VIVE and the 
individuals and the families we serve. To view the 
presentations online go to:

http://www.buffalo.com/specialprojects/
ViveLaCasa02/index.html

http://www.rideforrefugees.com
http://www.rideforrefugees.com
http://www.buffalo.com/specialprojects/ViveLaCasa02/index.html
http://www.buffalo.com/specialprojects/ViveLaCasa02/index.html
http://www.buffalo.com/specialprojects/ViveLaCasa02/index.html
http://www.buffalo.com/specialprojects/ViveLaCasa02/index.html


Sponsored by:  Rev. A. Joseph Bissonette Memorial Foundation

VIVE ¥ La Casa
Celebrating 25 Years of  Service

Food from Around the World

Musical Entertainment by:
Daughters of Creative Sound

Ematong  

Tickets $50 each ¥ Sponsorships Available 
 For more info or tickets: 

freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org 
or call 716-892-4354 x4 

FREEDOM BOWL
November 1, 2008    Noon - 3PM

Saturday, November 1, 2008

6th Annual Freedom Bowl

Checks to:  VIVE INC

50 Wyoming Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14215

(716) 892-4354 x4

freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org

Supporting a House of Hope 
since 1984. 
Join us for home-made 
dishes prepared by those 
we serve in artisan bowls 
from Buffalo Clayart 
Center.

The refugees are proud to 
share a part of  their culture 
in support of  this one-of-a-
kind safe haven, providing 
shelter, food, legal and 
health services. Support 
them as they start their new 
lives.

Please join us for this truly 
unique fundraiser. Share a 
meal with our clients. Enjoy 
great music and be 
prepared to leave full in 
both body and spirit.

mailto:freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org
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In addition to joining us for a wonderful meal. Please consider purchasing an ad to help support this one-of-a-kind shelter, and the 4,000 
men,women, and children weÕll serve this year. Ads are very affordable, so in addition to breaking bread with us at the Freedom Bowl, 
please consider buying an ad:

Business Card - $35
Quarter Page - $50
Half  Page- $100
Full Page - $200

All ads are due by Friday, October 17. Contact Brian Brown-Cashdollar for more info at 716-892-4354 x4 or at 
freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org

© Angela Shoemaker/Buffalo News © Angela Shoemaker/Buffalo News © Angela Shoemaker/Buffalo News

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

# of Tickets: Amount:

Make Checks Payable to: VIVE INC ¥ 50  Wyoming Avenue ¥ Buffalo, NY 14215
For More Info: freedombowl_08@vivelacasa.org  ¥ vivelacasa.org ¥ 716-892-4354 x4

Buffalo Clayart Center
255 Great Arrow Ave

Buffalo, NY 14207
ph: 716 875 4108

buffaloclayart.com
schgeorge@gmail.com

Buffalo Clayart Center offers adult Introductory Pottery 
Classes.  The classes are small by design and are 
exceptional in their "hands on" approach.  The classes meet 
for 2 1/2 hours, once-a-week for 6 weeks.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
just an attitude to have some

"fun in the mud."

Buffalo Clayart also offers Open Studio membership to adults 
that either have taken our class or have some previous 
pottery experience.  Membership is on a six month basis. It is 
reasonably priced and offers members 24 hour, 7 days a 
week access.

   VIVE La Casa! Fall 2008
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Toothbrushes

Deodorants

Socks 

Baby Wipes 

Sponges

Mops

Brushes

Cleaning Solvents

WISH LIST
XP & Mac OS X. 4

Capable Computers

Computer Geeks

Diapers

Fresh produce

Plastic Cutlery

Adult Underwear

Laundry Soap

Board of Directors

Deacon Roderick McDowell, Esq. Ñ President
Rev. John Long Ñ Vice-President
Richard Penfold Ñ Treasurer
Sr. Marie Stachowiak, FSSJ Ñ Secretary
Joseph Ritzert Ñ Legal Counsel

Jeffrey Albert
Maria Antonucci, RN MS
Claudia Chiesi, PhD
Sr. Lori High, SSMN
Sr. Judith Justinger, SSJ
Sr. Barbara Juszkiewicz, CSSF
Sr. Bea Leising, OSF
William Leslie-McSpadden
Sr. Carol Ellis, RSM
Sr. Mary Kay Stahl, OSF
Deacon Thomas Tripp
Sr. Majorie Weisnet, SSS

Executive Director
Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Director of Operations
Angela Jordan

Border Post Editors
Thomas Tripp & Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Human TrafÞcking
Over the next several newsletters weÕll cover some important immigration issues. VIVE, like many 
refugee services organizations, serves victims of human trafÞcking. To better serve our clients itÕs 
important to increase awareness and understanding of these issues.

Human trafÞcking is a modern-day form of slavery. Victims of human trafÞcking are 
subjected to force, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of sexual exploitation or forced labor. 
Examples of recent cases of human trafÞcking in the U.S. include adolescent Mexican girls 
trafÞcked to the U.S. for prostitution, Indian men trafÞcked for forced labor, and African 
women and children trafÞcked for domestic servitude, among others.

The Victims of TrafÞcking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 deÞnes Òsevere forms of 
trafÞcking in personsÓ as follows:

A.  Sex trafÞcking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, 
or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age, OR

B.  The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for 
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of 
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

What is the extent of the problem?

The U.S. government estimates that approximately 800,000 people are trafÞcked across 
international borders each year; about 14,500-17,500 of them into the United States. Based on 
estimates by the U.S. government of the numbers of all trafÞcking victims and comparing 
those Þgures with widely cited Þgures of foreign-born children in the sex trade in the United 
States, we estimate conservatively about 1/3 of foreign-born trafÞcking victims are children.

What help is available for trafÞcking victims?
Anyone in the United States identiÞed by law enforcement as a victim of a severe form of 
trafÞcking has certain rights and may be eligible for beneÞts, including immigration relief, 
social services, and access to refugee beneÞt programs.

When trafÞcking victims are Þrst identiÞed, they may be granted continued presence by the 
Attorney General, allowing them to stay in the country temporarily during an investigation or 
prosecution. They can also apply for a ÒT-visa,Ó a special three-year visa for victims of 
trafÞcking which also allows them to apply for legal permanent residence status at the end of 
the three-year period. The victims must be willing to assist in every reasonable way in the 
investigation and prosecution of the trafÞcking case to qualify for the T-visa unless they are 
under age 18.

A person who is granted continued presence or applies for the T-visa, and is willing to assist 
in the investigation and prosecution of the case, may also be ÒcertiÞedÓ as a victim of 
trafÞcking by HHSÕs OfÞce of Refugee Resettlement.  Once certiÞed, the person is eligible for 
beneÞts and services to the same extent as a refugee. Therefore, certiÞcation allows the person 
to access resettlement services, public beneÞts such as food stamps or Refugee Medical 
Assistance, etc. Article adapted from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website.

New Staff, New Capacity
With increasing demand, it has become necessary to increase our stafÞng. In recent months 
VIVE has added a full-time kitchen manager, a full and part-time legal assistant, and a nurse 
practitioner. Beginning this month we will add 2.5 AmeriCorps volunteers to improve our 
client services and volunteer coordination.

Kevin Kresse Elizabeth TaufaRachel Todtenhagen

http://www.usccb.org/mrs/traffickingweb.shtml
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Thank you Sr. Louise! 
Sr. Louise Lopez has served VIVE for almost 20 years, beginning at the former Queen of  All Saints Convent in Lackawanna. Sr. 
Louise has served VIVE and our clients in many different capacities including hospitality, housekeeping, house manager, 
receptionist, and  even a little bit of security.

Several weeks ago Sr. Louise made the difÞcult decision that she could no longer fulÞll her responsibilities at VIVE. Sr. Louise 
faces months of rehabilitation. We miss her and wish her well. Sr. Louise can be reached at:

Sr. Louise Lopez

Sisters of St. Francis

201 Reist Street

Williamsville, NY 14221

716-632-2155


