
V I V E  •  L A  C A S A

Border Post - Spring 2009
 1

Border Post

Recognition 
Dinner
On May 14th VIVE will hold its Þfth annual 
Recognition Dinner at Shanghai RedÕs. What makes 
this yearÕs celebration special is it falls within our 
25th anniversary year. Twenty-Þve years of assisting 
refugees that no one else in the United States helps. 
By the end of this year we will have provided 
sanctuary to more than 70,000 asylum seekers from 
106 countries.

The primary reason others donÕt serve refugees at 
this stage, is frankly because there is very little 
government support for refugees prior to their 
receiving refugee status. VIVE has been able to meet 
this need because of the steadfast commitment of 
our donors making multiple gifts year-in-and-year-
out and through the communityÕs generous support 
of our fundraising events like our Recognition 
Dinner. 

What also makes this year unique is that there are 
more refugees today than at any other time in 
history. VIVEÕs role as a cornerstone in the world-
wide sanctuary movement is more important now 
than ever before. VIVE regularly assists the most 
vulnerable refugees with the fewest options, and the 
Dinner is an important part of our ability to meet 
that need.

At this yearÕs dinner we will honor three 
outstanding individuals and organizations who 
have demonstrated leadership, a willingness to 
serve, and the courage to advocate for those in need.

Sr. Mary Louise Lopez, OSF (Sr. Louise) will be 
honored with the 2009 Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR) Award for her more than 
two decades of service to the refugees of VIVE.

The Episcopal Diocese of Western New York will 
receive the 2009 John R. Long Award for their 
advocacy on behalf of refugees to their congregants 
and to the wider community. The Diocese has 
worked with and supported many refugee service 
organizations in Western New York over the last ten 
plus years.

Finally, Maria Whyte, Majority Leader of the Erie 
County Legislature, is recipient of the 2009 Bonnie 
Butler Humanitarian Award for her courageous 
leadership on behalf of workers and the under 
represented. Please see page 6 of this newsletter for 
more information on how to support this yearÕs 
dinner. For more info, please contact Sr. Kimberly 
Clouse, OSF at (716) 892-4354 x401 or at 
25years@vivelacasa.org .

Offering hope, opportunity, food and shelter to 67,000 refugees since 1984.

Surviving in Uncertain 
Times
With each passing 
month the economy 
seems to get worse: 
people losing jobs, 
credit drying up, and 
stocks plummeting with 
no sector of the 
economy left 
untouched- nonproÞts 
are no exception.
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VIVE Considers 
Expanded Promotional 
Campaign
For 25 years VIVE has 
recruited supporters by 
word of mouth and 
individual contacts. 
Now weÕre looking at 
options to tell new 
people about our 
important work.
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Recognition Dinner 
Awardee Interviews
VIVE sits down with 
two of our honorees, 
Maria Whyte and 
Bishop Garrison of the 
Episcopal Diocese of 
WNY to discuss their 
work with refugees and 
other important social 
justice issues. 
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Immigration News
In this issue we 
continue our feature on 
immigration news. 
Including deportations 
of parents of US born 
children and more than 
30,000 Haitians 
returned to their 
devastated country, and 
much more.
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A New Playroom!
11 students from 
Xavier University 
gave a week of service 
to VIVE. They 
rehabed and redid the 
playroom, reorganized 
the pantry, and 
painted a great new 
mural upstairs next 
to the dormitories.
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Contact VIVE:
Telephone:
Voice (716) 892-4354
Fax (716) 892-6191

By Mail:
50 Wyoming Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215
USA
vivelacasa.org
info@vivelacasa.org
volunteer@vivelacasa.org
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D I R E C T O RÕS  

N O T E  

The other day, after 
listening to the news about 
the ongoing civil-wars and 
civil-unrest in places like 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Sri 
Lanka, Somalia, Colombia, 
El Salvador, and now even 
Mexico, the debate about the 
political ramiÞcations of the conßicts and the 
attempts at resolution seemed far removed from 
the reality. As I backed my car into my parking 
spot, I saw the Peace Pole next to the grotto and it 
reminded me of the diversity of people we serve. 

They are from the right, the left, the center, and 
many are completely removed from any political 
ideology at all. The common thread is that their 
homelands are no longer safe for them or their 
families.  Looking at that Peace Pole, thinking of 
our clients, and the discussion on the radio about 
the politics of war and peace, IÕm struck by the 
thought that to the victims of war, peace is not 
political. Peace is the absence of violence or the fear 
of violence.

The other day I received a call from a VIVE 
supporter who encouraged a youth group she was 
involved with to do fundraising for VIVE. We 
discussed our needs and their goals.  The next day 
she called back with a question she was reluctant 
to ask. After a minute or so she asked are VIVEÕs 
clients ÒillegalÓ. The short answer was, in most 
cases no. However, there are people who come to 
VIVE who are not in status and we help them too. 
At VIVE weÕve made a decision to help those who 
can beneÞt from our services.

I shared some of the general stories we see on a 
regular basis. I talked about parents sometimes 
sending their children away or asking them not to 
come home because itÕs no longer safe. Or about a 
parent granted temporary status who could not 
get status for their young child, whoÕs life was 
under imminent threat. I suggested she discuss 
these examples with the concerned parent ask her 
what she would do if she was in their shoes. I 
suggested the real question was: Are all the people 
we help worth supporting. I said that if the answer 
of the group was no that maybe we were not the 
group for them. Because at VIVE our answer is 
yes.

Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Surviving in Uncertain 
Times
With each passing month the economy seems to get 
worse-, people losing jobs, credit drying up, and 
stocks plummeting-with no sector of the economy 
left untouched; and nonproÞts are no exception.

In a recent issue of CrainÕs New York the headline 
read ÒFinancial Crisis Will Kill NonproÞtsÓ and an 
article in the Chronicle of Philanthropy  read Ò100,000 
NonproÞt Groups Could Collapse in the Next Two 
Years, Experts Predict.Ó

Many of those non-proÞts are small social-service 
organizations like VIVE. Experts are predicting that 
these organizations are the most likely to close their 
doors because they tend to be heavily dependent on 
government funding, receive less foundation 
support, and because of a general trend in falling 
donations to all charities.

Saying that VIVE is well-positioned to buck trend 
would be drastically overstating reality, but we do 
have a number of factors in our favor. VIVE receives 
17% of its funding from government sources and in 
the near term those particular funds will remain 
steady or slightly increase. As for foundations they 
account for less than 10% of our funding. The 
majority of VIVEÕs funding comes from you. Over 
2000 gifts/year that average over $166. And 
although individual gifts are the gold standard of 
reliable reoccurring funding, in this economy, 
nothing is certain. We know that you will do your 
best to help ensure that this one-of-a-kind shelter 
has the resources to serve refugees for years to come, 
but with rising unemployment and falling stock 
values there are no guarantees. 

The needs of our clients are too important for us to 
simply hope for the best, so weÕre making changes 
to help strengthen the organization and increase our 
chances of not being one of the 100,000 that fail. 
Some of the changes are long overdue and others are 
a departure from what weÕve done in the past. Some 
of the changes include:

Focusing on Core Services. Over the last year we 
actually increased our staff, more than doubling it. 
This was necessary to establish a baseline of what it 
takes to properly run the organization; to deliver the 
best level of service possible within our relatively 
small budget. With that baseline established, we will 
next focus on delivering our core services and 
develop partnerships to provide necessary services 
that are not a part of our central mission.

Green EfÞciency Upgrades. Last year VIVE spent 
over $70,000 on utility costs to operate our shelter. 
That accounts for 12% of our budget. Steps to 
improve our energy efÞciency will save the 
organization a minimum of 20%. We are actively 
pursuing grant funding to improve and upgrade our 
facility to be greener, more comfortable, and 
cheaper.

Better Promotion. VIVE is exploring a number of 
avenues to better promote the organization, 
including direct marketing, social networking, and a 
more interactive giving section on our website. Our 
experience is that once someone knows VIVE and 
most importantly visits, that they are likely to 
support VIVE. In a contracting economy, better 
promotion can really pay off as others scale back 
their outreach.

Service Charge. VIVE will begin charging a service 
charge of $5/night, that will average $35/week for 
an individual and $70/week for a family. That fee is 
less than 1/3 of the cost of delivering our many 
services. Of course in keeping with our mission no 
one will be turned away for lack of funds. Our 
experience indicates that most  of our clients will be 
able to afford the service charge and this will 
contribute $100,000 in revenue/year. The board 
carefully considered this option, as they have 
considered it in the past.  We feel at this time, in this 
economy, it is a necessary step to ensure that VIVE 
remains Þnancially viable for the thousands of 
refugees who depend on us.

These are just some of the steps that weÕre taking to 
ensure that VIVE is able to serve our refugees for 
years to come. With your continued support weÕll be 
able to do just that.

Sad News
We learned from Griff Prittchard, former house 
manager and  current VIVE volunteer that his uncle 
Matt Callanan passed away unexpectedly recently. 
Matt was a volunteer at VIVE in the early nineties 
soliciting donations of produce and other items for 
VIVE.

Thank You Students of 
CleveHill!
Cleveland Hill High School Spanish Honors Class 
raised  $112.92 through bakes sales and other 
activities. They are planning a Þeld trip and a 
community service project at VIVE later this spring.
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The Annual Appeal Exceeds 
Expectations.
In this economy we originally hoped to meet last yearÕs goal; weÕre happy to report 
we did much better than that.

In 2007 we raised nearly $29,000 for our annual appeal. In light of 
decreasing government funding, increased competition among charities, 
and less discretionary income, we thought weÕd do well just to meet last 
yearÕs goal. IÕm happy to report we did much better than that. VIVE 
received more than $39,000 in gifts from our donors and organizations 
during the annual appeal.

That represents a 135% increase over last yearÕs campaign. WeÕd like to 
thank our donors for choosing VIVE when there are so many worthy 
charities to choose from. Without your support we would not be able to 
carry out our unique mission.

VIVE Considers Expanded 
Promotional Campaign
For twenty Þve years VIVE has recruited supporters by word of mouth and 
individual and organizational contacts. We are exploring our options to tell new 
people and new communities about our important work.

The ads are common on talk radio and the internet about how fortunes can 
be made in down economies. We donÕt ascribe to that, but we do believe it 
can be a great opportunity to promote our message. At a time when other 
organizations are cutting or eliminating promotional dollars, weÕre looking 
at the opportunity to promote ourself to the wider community. That 
includes a redesigned giving section of our website, including interactive 
features: virtual tours, client stories, and interviews. As well as targeted 
outreach, with professionally designed promotional literature to speciÞc 
communities and constituent groups. This offers the potential to 

signiÞcantly grow our giving base and to educate the 
community about our important work.

However, at a time when we need to focus on core 
services, we donÕt have the resources to undertake this 
outreach on our own. Our goal is to raise $10,000 to reach 
tens of thousands of potential new donors. WeÕre asking 
you, our donors, to consider making a special gift to VIVE 
to help us continue to move towards achieving our goal of 
being a stronger more sustainable organization.

Board of Directors
Deacon Roderick McDowell, Esq. — President
Michael E. Marszalkowski, Esq. — Vice-President
Claudia Chiesi — Treasurer
Sr. Marie Stachowiak, FSSJ — Secretary
Joseph Ritzert — Legal Counsel

Maria Antonucci, RN MS
Claudia Chiesi, PhD
Sr. Lori High, SSMN
Sr. Judith Justinger, SSJ
Sr. Barbara Juszkiewicz, CSSF
Sr. Bea Leising, OSF
Rev. John Long
William Leslie-McSpadden
Sr. Eileen Steen, RSM
Sr. Mary Kay Stahl, OSF
Deacon Thomas Tripp
Sr. Majorie Weisnet, SSS

Executive Director
Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Director of Operations
Angela Jordan

Border Post Editors
Thomas Tripp & Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Toothbrushes

Deodorants

Adult Socks 

Children’s Socks 

Diapers/Pull-ups

Sponges

Mops

Brushes

Medical ID Bracelets 
(Disposable)

Programming Volunteers

Computer Geeks

Volunteer Drivers

Community Liaisons

Speaking Opportunities 
with Area Organizations

Chairs (stackable  
preferred)

Small Tables & TV Stands

Commercial Sink & Stove

XP Capable Computers

Mac OS X.4 Capable 
Computers

Leather Love Seat

WISH LIST

VIVE’s Mission
VIVE INC is a non-profit, humanitarian organization that assists refugees 
seeking protection in Canada and the US.  Rooted in an interfaith tradition, 
VIVE welcomes refugees from diverse backgrounds. (Updated November 2008)

Pledge Online: vivelacasa.org
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Interview with Bishop J. Michael 
Garrison, Episcopal Diocese of 
Western New York
The Episcopal Diocese of Western New York is the 2009 Recipient 
of the John R. Long Award.

The Rt. Rev. J. Michael Garrison, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Western 
New York, has been a visible supporter of VIVE since his installment in 
1999. He recognizes the importance and impact that refugee ministry has on 
its clientele. We caught up with Bishop Garrison during a break in his hectic 
schedule.

Thomas Tripp:   ÒBishop, you have been a strong supporter of refugee 
affairs- what kind of background do you have in this area?Ó 

Bishop Garrison:   ÒMy Þrst opportunity came in 1980 as Vicar of St. 
MatthewÕs Episcopal Church in Las Vegas. Our church sponsored a Laotian 
refugee family of Þve through Catholic Charities, and aided them through 
the whole resettlement process, for a total of six years. I was pleased to 
attend one of the boysÕ wedding ten years later.Ó

ÒIn the early 1990s, we became part of a larger diocesan effort to help 
resettle Bosnian refugees from the conßict in that area of the world. Las 
Vegas was booming then, so it was fairly easy for a large quantity of 
refugees to quickly secure jobs and become independent from their 
sponsors. I vividly remember how many of these Bosnian refugees stayed 
up late- playing music and singing songs. Their response to why was, ÔWe 
had forgotten how to singÕ. I was actively involved with refugees in one 
form or another for about 20 years. Ò

Thomas Tripp:  ÒWhat do you see as the ChurchÕs role in dealing with the 
worldÕs refugees?Ó  

Bishop Garrison:   ÒI believe the Church should be in the business of 
consciousness-raising with the world refugee situation. There is a tendency 
for people to isolate others by groupings, and our challenge is to persuade 
them to remember that we are all GodÕs children. We need to extend the 
same compassion we show to our immediate families, to all. Bishop 
Desmond Tutu was once asked whether we are our brotherÕs keeper. His 
reply was, ÔNo, I am my brotherÕs brother, and my sisterÕs brotherÕ. We need 
to continually reach out to offset the various catastrophes that befall these 
refugees.Ó

Thomas Tripp:   ÒWhat direct involvement does the Episcopal Diocese of 
WNY have with VIVE La Casa and any other refuge agencies?Ó

Bishop Garrison:  ÒI am thrilled with our different levels of involvement. I 
know there are individual churches and parishioners that donate money or 
goods to your cause. I am particularly thankful that one of our deacons is 
actively involved with your organization and JourneyÕs End. We also have 
some deanery partnerships with JourneyÕs End Refugee Services. VIVE is 
one of 15 non-proÞt agencies in the WNY area that Episcopal Community 
Services has been proud to support with grant monies. We also have 
assisted VIVE to secure a United Thank Offering grant for building 
upgrades in recent years. I relish our past and present afÞliations with local 
refugee efforts, and certainly intend to continue well into the future.Ó  

Interview with Erie County 
Majority Leader Maria Whyte
Maria R. Whyte is the 2009 Recipient of the Bonnie Butler 
Humanitarian Award.

Brian Brown-Cashdollar (BBC):  ÒCan you describe how you got involved 
in working on humanitarian and social justice issues?Ó

Maria Whyte:  ÒThereÕs a moment that sticks out in my mind, a moment 
that happens for a lot of us where you see the world differently and you can 
not go back. It was when I was working as an intern at the Guatemala 
Human Rights Commission. I was working with torture survivors to give 
their testimony before the Human Rights Caucus of Congress. In each of the 
10 cases, according to the witnesses, the United States was involved in their 
torture, either by supporting the dictator or by providing arms to the 
torturers, or in the case of Sr. Diana Ortiz (OSU) it's a well known fact that 
she was tortured by a CIA-paid asset. In that case it was U.S. taxpayer 
dollars going to the torture of a US citizen. It was then that I knew I couldn't 
look at the world the same way and would be committed to social and 
economic justice.Ó

BBC: “What are your motivations for continuing this work?Ó

MW:  “Justice. Fairness. It's my belief in the American Dream should be 
possible for  anyone who's willing to work hard, get up, and give it their 
best shot. But right now plenty of people work hard, get up, and give it their 
best shot but don't get anywhere.Ó

BBC:  ÒWhat's the most memorable campaign you've worked on?Ó

MW:  ÒThe Living Wage Campaign, while I was with the Coalition for 
Economic Justice. It was a fabulous campaign that spanned many years. It 
included work done by many individuals, including those with the 
Coalition before me, and by individuals after me. It's memorable because 
there's nothing that can replace grassroots organizing  with advocates and 
effective people working together. But also at the end of the day you also 
have to have a partnership with those in government. They have the power 
to execute or implement the change that you are seeking. We built a 
coalition that made that kind of partnership possible and workable. I feel 
that CEJ has worked for years to do that. I'm so proud for the Þve years I 
was there as a part of it.Ó

BBC:  ÒDo you think your role as Majority Leader an 6th District Counsel 
Member facilitates your ability to work on social justice/humanitarian 
issues or makes it more difÞcult?Ó

MW:  ÒI believe social change occurs when all of the sectors come together 
around a united purpose. The sectors include the non-proÞt sector, the 
business sector, the philanthropic sector, the faith sector, and the 
government sector. Nothing will ever replace grassroots community 
organizing agitating for change. But it sure would help if someone on the 
inside of the system was partnering with them. Working together, sitting at 
a table and strategizing together, walking through the process, of how 
government works and how change occurs. As Majority Leader, I feel my 
role has changed, so instead of being the activist on the outside of the 
system, I'm the community activist on the inside of the system.Ó (continued 
on page 5)

2009 Recognition Dinner Award Recipients
(Sr. Louise was interviewed in our Winter Newsletter, available on our website)
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Invite VIVE to speak to your 
group or congregation!

(Interview with Maria Whyte continued from page 4)

BBC:  ÒWhat do you think the greatest unmet need is for the people of 
Western New York?Ó

Maria Whyte: ÒLiving wage jobs are perhaps the greatest unmet need. 
People know about the high poverty rate in WNY, but what I don't think 
people know is how many of the folks living in poverty are employed. We 
deÞnitely have a problem not only with unemployment, but there are plenty 
of people who work very hard and still canÕt make ends meet and still live 
in poverty.Ó

ÒBut perhaps the great equalizer if you look a little deeper is education; 
education is the great unmet need. We have 46% of children who enter 
Buffalo Public Schools who do not graduate in 4 years. That's not OK. We 
are not raising youth to seize the 21st century and live the American dream. 
In that we're utterly failing them. All the living jobs in the world won't 
matter if we don't have a workforce ready to take it on.Ó

BBC: ÒWhat can we do change that?Ó

Maria Whyte: ÒOne thing we can do is that every elected ofÞcial, no matter 
at what level of government, should be focused on meaningful economic 
development. Another thing, and for some people this is very controversial, 
but I think it's as cut and dry as it gets: One IDA [Industrial Development 
Authority]. Right now we are competing with each other for jobs. I always 
go back to "United we bargain, divided we beg." We're either going to stand 
together united and bargain for good jobs for the whole region or we're 
going to be divided and beg and be pirating jobs from each other, which 
doesn't mean job growth at all.Ó

ÒIn the end economic justice means pursuing justice for torture victims, 
living wage jobs for those who want them, and educational opportunities 
for all of our children.Ó

Thank you Times Three
In December, VIVE was invited to speak at the John Newman Mission 
Community located at Mill & Main Streets in Williamsville. The 
congregation chose VIVE as its charity for December and gave us the 
opportunity to present to the congregation.

Representatives of the community visited VIVE in January to present a 
check of the proceeds raised in December and a crew to assist with the 
maintenance of the  shelter.

The crew of six (pictured below) worked with our AmeriCorps volunteers to  
steam clean the beds in one of our eight dorms. Each dorm is steam cleaned 
once-a-week, and make no mistake about it, itÕs not easy work. We canÕt 
thank them enough for opening their congregation to hear about our work, 
their gift, and the gift of their labor. VIVE values its relationships with area 
faith communities.  It has been key to our ability to serve refugees for the 
last 25 years.

After Six Years of 
Service, Mr. Keating 
Moves On.
David Keating Þrst came to VIVE in 2002 to Þll in 
on the phones while Sister Louise made her 
annual trek to Puerto Rico. David remembers it 
Òas a challenge because he didnÕt speak Spanish 
and he didnÕt know VIVE.Ó David stayed on, 

Þlling the integral role of maintaining our donor database, which means 
continually updating all of the addresses, processing all of the gift 
acknowledgements, running all of the labels, and allocating all of the gifts to 
their proper category.

Donors are the lifeblood of any organization and maintaining a current 
functional database is the key to staying in touch with those donors. Mr. 
Keating did that week-in-and-week-out for more than six years. David plans 
on moving out of the area in the coming months, but plans to stay on and 
and train his replacement before he leaves. Thank you, Dave for all of those 
Òthank yous.Ó.

Database Volunteer NEEDED
VIVE is looking for a volunteer to update and maintain our donor database. 
This entails an average of 2-3 hours/week (more hours in November/
December, fewer in the summer). The volunteer should have experience 
using and maintaining a database. Attention to detail is a must, and an 
understanding of Boolean operators is helpful. VIVE uses Lifeline Donor 
Management software. Experience with this software suite isnÕt necessary, 
we can provide the training. This is a critical role and if you have the skills 
and can make the commitment, itÕs a wonderful way to help support the 
refugees we serve. For more information, contact Brian Brown-Cashdollar at 
716-892-4354 x402 or at bbc@vivelacasa.org.

Left to Right, Steve Hanley, Jack Leo, Angela Jordan

Left to Right,BACK Jack Leo, Steve Hanley, Al Naish, BOTTOM Ginny 
Hanley, Joanne Montante, and Janice Stiefel.

David Keating

mailto:bbc@vivelacasa.org
mailto:bbc@vivelacasa.org
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VIVE INC

25th Anniversary
Recognition

Dinner

Thursday
May 14, 2009

5:30 PM
Shanghai RedÕs

Dinner ¥ Auction ¥ Awards

2009 Awardees
Episcopal Diocese of Western New York - John R. Long Award

Sr. Mary Louise Lopez, OSF - Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) Award
Maria R. Whyte - Bonnie Butler Humanitarian Award
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Interview with Rev. 
John R. Long 
John Long has been fulÞlling various roles at VIVE 
since 1989. A Presbyterian minister, John came to 
VIVE as its Executive Director that year, having 
worked as a pastor and served on the board of a 
refugee agency on Long Island, N.Y. He continued 
in that role until his retirement from both VIVE and 
the Presbytery in 2001. During his tenure, the 
agency moved from Lackawanna to its present 
location, grew in stafÞng from 8 to 25 personnel, 
and oversaw an increase in annual refugee 
processing from about 1,000 to over 3,000. John now 
serves on VIVEÕs Board of Directors. He continues 
to lend a historical perspective to proceedings, and 
invaluable insight into refugee affairs. John also 
remains active in peace and justice organizations 
around Western New York.   

Thomas Tripp (TT):  ÒWho were your clients when 
you started at VIVE in 1989?Ó

John Long (JL):  ÒNumbers-wise, at the top of the 
list were Somalis, followed by Sri Lankans. After 
that, most of our clients were from El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and other Latin American countries.Ó 

TT:  ÒHow did you come to be interested in refugee 
affairs?Ó

JL:  ÒI served as Chaplain for Witness For Peace in 
Nicaragua in 1987.  I served there for a couple years.  
Previously, I had been active in refugee affairs in a 
group called CRECEN on Long Island. I eventually 
heard of VIVE, called the interim director Carol Alt, 
and she subsequently hired me as permanent 
director in 1989.Ó

TT:  ÒHow did you come to move the shelter to 
Wyoming Avenue?Ò

JL:  ÒWe were overßowing at the old convent in 
Lackawanna, and needed more space. The St. 
MatthewÕs school was still open and heated thanks 
to bingo, so we moved in. They let us reside in the 
building-rent-free, as long as we let bingo continue 

and took care of the structure. A group called Jubilee 
Partners helped us buy the building 3-4 years later. 
The State paid off the Jubilee Partners later, and we 
didnÕt have to pay anything back if we kept the 
place running for the next 20 years. And so, here we 
are!Ó

TT:  ÒDescribe the funding changes you have 
witnessed over the years.Ó

JL:  ÒIn the past, the county was very generous in 
helping us. They even rented 25 rooms at the 
downtown Mohawk Motel one time when the 
Lackawanna facility had no room for the overßow. 
The county social services funded our move to 
Wyoming and paid for the construction of our 
shower facilities. As I mentioned before, New York 
State helped us purchase the current building, and 
we used to have HUD money to make some needed 
repairs over the years. Most of that governmental 
money has dried up, and we are currently 
supported mostly by private donations and grant 
money. ItÔs a more difÞcult road now without the 
aid of government agencies.Ó

TT:  ÒWhat are some of the fondest memories from 
your years of service?Ó

JL:  ÒI remember the refugees really liking the bingo 
games that continued in the building once we 
moved to Wyoming. I also recall the Somali refugees 
destroying sinks in the Mohawk Motel in the 
Lackawanna days- they had serious rituals of 
washing their feet before praying. One person who 
stands out in memory was a Sri Lankan woman 
with her baby in arms, being interviewed for a 
video.  When asked why she left her native land, an 
incredulous look came over her face and she simply 
but succinctly said “We save our lives!” That 
summed up the whole effort of VIVE in a few words 
for me.Ò 

A Much Appreciated 
Gift.
Plans were made to meet with a group of students 
from the Orchard Park High School Spanish 
National Honor Society and their teacher, Mrs. 
Cynthia Zdjelar. The students raised money to 
purchase baskets of hygiene products for our 
residents in December. However a snow storm the 
week before Christmas put all that on hold. 
Arrangements were made with the students to 
present their gift in early February. Pictured from 
left to right are Marcela Ramirez (Secretary), 
Cassandra Phillips (Treasurer), Joseph Schafer (Vice-
President), and Natalie Kane (President). Their hard 
work in raising the funds and purchasing the items 
was certainly appreciated by our clients.. Many 
thanks for their effort!

The Wish List Works!
In every issue, we list the items we need in our 
newsletter. We usually get some inquiries and we 
get some of our needs met. However the response to 
our last newsletterÕs wish list was amazing and will 
allow us to actually cross some much needed items 
off our list. 

First, we received a call from the Immaculate 
Conception Convent of the Franciscan Sisters of St. 
Joseph asking if we still needed steel beds. They  
had12 steel beds available, just enough for us to 
upgrade our family dorm, which made a huge 
impact on the quality of life for those staying in that 
dorm. 

Next, we received a call from Peter Leyonmark who 
was responding to our call for handymen and 
women. He lent his expertise to address some long-
needed upgrades to the building 

Finally, ÒKingdom Bound MinistriesÓhas selected 
VIVE as their charity this year. We should be 
receiving 60 steel bunk beds before the fall!   Be sure 
to check out our updated list  on page 3 of this issue!

VIVE INC
1984-2009

25 Years of Sanctuary
25 Years of Hope



V I V E  •  L A  C A S A

8
 Border Post - Spring 2009

Report: Over 100,000 Deportees 
had Children in US
By SUZANNE GAMBOA  (© 2009 Associated Press)

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Immigration ofÞcials are reviewing whether to 
gather more information about parents they deport whose children may be 
US citizens and are left behind.

An investigation by the Homeland Security Department inspector general 
found immigration ofÞcials deported 108,434 parents with children who are 
US citizens during 1998 to 2007. A report on the investigation was made 
public Friday.

The number may not be complete because Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, part of the Homeland Security Department, does not keep 
detailed data on deported parents of children who are US citizens. It is also 
unknown how many children the parents had, whether they left them 
behind and how many of the children were minors.

ICE says it will study whether it can gather more information on parents it 
deports. The agency expects to issue its Þndings in about two months.

"I am saddened, but not surprised to learn that our government, in its harsh 
anti-immigrant stance, has split hundreds of thousands of families apart 
over the past decade," said Rep. Jose Serrano, D-N.Y.

Serrano serves on the House Appropriations Committee's panel that helps 
decide how much money is provided to the Homeland Security Department 
each year. He has Þled a bill, the Child Citizen Protection Act, that would 
allow immigration judges to consider whether the immigrants are parents of 
children who are US citizens.

ICE spokeswoman Barbara Gonzalez said the agency would review whether 
to establish procedures to ascertain whether deported immigrants have 
children under the age of 18 who are US citizens. But she also noted the 
potential negative impact of giving reprieve to immigrants who have 
violated U. laws.

"Parenthood does not exempt any person from complying with the nation's 
laws, including immigration laws," Gonzalez said.

Children of immigrant families who are US citizens have long created a 
dilemma for Congress as it has tried to control immigration. People born in 
the US automatically become US citizens. But American children cannot 
petition for their parents to become legal US residents until they are at least 
21.

"If, in fact, some (children) were left behind here, then you have the sad 
tragedy of breaking up families," Serrano said. "If they were taken back, I 
would argue the direct result of our actions is the deportation of our citizens. 
How do you deport a US citizen?"

Some critics say people not authorized to be in the country should not be 
allowed to remain because they have children born here.

Homeland Security Inspector General Richard Skinner said the number of 
parents removed generally increased over time. Immigration ofÞcials 
reported 319,382 deportations in 2007, compared to 174,813 in 1998. During 
1998, 13,081 individual parents were removed.

Some of the parents were removed from the country more than once, so in 
the 10 years there were actually 180,466 removals of the 108,434 parents.

30,000 Haitians Ordered to Leave 
US
FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS (© 2009 Associated Press)

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida Ñ US immigration authorities say they've 
ordered 30,000 Haitians to leave the country.

Haitian ofÞcials, however, say they're not issuing the travel documents 
needed to process most deportees.

Handfuls of deportees with valid passports have been returned to Haiti 
since Dec. 5, following a three-month break in deportations, according to the 
South Florida Sun Sentinel. But Haitian ofÞcials say the storm-batted 
Caribbean country needs time to recover and can't handle the return of its 
citizens.

A spokeswoman for US Immigration and Customs Enforcement says the 
lack of travel documents means some deportees are spending more time in 
crowded detention centers. According to ICE, about 600 Haitians are being 
detained and more than 240 others are under a form of house arrest and 
being monitored with electronic ankle bracelets.

Refugees Struggle as Jobs Dry Up
By JESSICA MEYERS / © 2009 The Dallas Morning News (excerpted)

A Bhutanese refugee died recently in his Vickery Meadow apartment in 
Dallas, within walking distance of Lal Subba's home. The family had no 
money for a burial, so Subba and the other Bhutanese families in the 
complex took up a collection to ensure the elderly man received appropriate 
honor for the life he led.

"If we live, too much difÞcult. If we die, too much difÞcult," said the 21-year-
old who grew up in a Nepal refugee camp and came to Dallas in October, 
only to Þnd a ßailing national economy instead of the idealized American 
dream.

The release of President Barack Obama's federal budget on Thursday 
outlined a nearly 10 percent increase, to $51.7 billion, in funding for 
international development and diplomacy. That has further ignited debate 
over the nation's ethical and political responsibilities to those who can no 
longer claim a homeland Ð and whether the refugee stream should be 
trimmed.

Refugees, unlike immigrants, leave their home country not by choice but out 
of fear of persecution. The Iraqis Ð the most educated of the three major 
groups currently coming into the US Ð are a prime example. They have left 
their lives as lawyers, doctors and professors for political reasons and have 
been designated refugees by the United Nations.

The US president determines how many refugees to accept annually. Last 
year, former President George W. Bush authorized a cap of 80,000 refugees 
for 2009; the actual number of arrivals is usually less.

"The way the program is set up, we are bringing people in but leaving them 
high and dry," said Anne Richard, the International Rescue Committee's vice 
president of government relations and advocacy, who believes the Þnancial 
crisis has threatened the resettlement process. And the increased allotment 
may not salvage it, she said, as the money could end up going to other State 
Department programs when details are announced in April.

(continued on page 9)

Immigration News
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(“Refugees struggle as jobs dry up” continued from page 8)

About 60,000 refugees arrived in the US last year Ð 8,000 more than in 2007. 
The number is expected to grow in 2009.

The State Department provides each refugee a $900 initial resettlement 
grant, intended to cover expenses for the Þrst 30 days after arrival. About 
half goes to the overseeing agency for case management, travel and other 
logistics.

The solution is not to decrease the ßow of refugees but to overhaul the entire 
system during the new administration, said Lavinia Lim—n, president of the 
US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants and the former head of the 
OfÞce of Refugee Resettlement under the Clinton administration. She wants 
more resources channeled toward housing assistance as well as programs 
that focus on the increasingly diverse pool of refugees entering the United 
States.

"This is a decision to rescue people in extraordinarily dire circumstances," 
she said, citing the nation's longstanding history of moral obligation.

The US took in more than 90,000 refugees in the early 1980s when the 
economy teetered just as precariously as now, she said.

But Lim—n worries that the resettlement process will remain on the back 
burner with a housing crisis to solve and pending conÞrmation of a new 
secretary of health and human services.

Supreme Court Denies Leave on 
Safe Third Country Agreement
© 2008 Canadian Counsel of Refugees

The decision of the Supreme Court of Canada not to grant leave in the case 
challenging the Canada-US Safe Third Country Agreement was met with 
regret today by the Canadian Council for Refugees, Amnesty International 
and the Canadian Council of Churches.

ÒThis decision means that refugees will not have their day in court,Ó said 
Elizabeth McWeeny, CCR President. ÒThe US is not in fact safe for all 
refugees, so we deeply regret that the Supreme Court has not taken this 
opportunity to ensure that Canada provides refugees the protection they 
need from forced return to persecution.Ó

The Supreme Court of Canada was being asked by the three organizations 
to determine whether the Canada-US Safe Third Country Agreement is 
unconstitutional and violates refugeesÕ rights.

The organizations were appealing the Federal Court of AppealÕs ruling on 
the Safe Third Country Agreement. The appeal court overturned an earlier 
Federal Court decision which struck down the Agreement on the grounds 
that the United States does not comply with international human rights 
obligations.

The organizations note that the Federal Court of Appeal did not dispute the 
lower courtÕs Þnding of non-compliance: instead it ruled that the conclusion 
Òthat the US does not 'actually' comply is irrelevant.Ó

The courts have therefore permitted the continued operation of the Safe 
Third Country Agreement, despite the fact that the only court to rule on the 
question found that the US is in violation of its obligations not to send 
refugees back to persecution, or anyone back to torture.

The organizations will be seeking other avenues to challenge through the 
courts the unjust removal of refugee claimants to the US.

The organizations and John Doe launched the legal challenge to the Safe 
Third Country Agreement in December 2005.! Under the Agreement, most 
refugee claimants arriving in Canada at the US border are ineligible to make 
a claim in Canada. The organizations argued that some of those denied 
entry to Canada are not able to receive protection in the US, because the US 
does not comply with its international obligations!towards refugees.

Background: What is the Safe 
Third Country Agreement?
In December 2004, the United States and Canada agreed to begin the 
implementation of the Safe Third Country Agreement between the two 
countries.! As a result, most asylum seekers must apply for asylum in 
whichever of these two countries they land in Þrst.! That is, an asylum 
seeker who travels through the United States and wishes to seek asylum at 
the Canadian border, will be turned back and told to pursue her claim in the 
United States and vice versa.! If an asylum applicant loses her claim in the 
United States and hopes to Þle a new claim in Canada, as was fairly 
common a few years ago, she will be unable to do so.

There are several exceptions to the Safe Third Country Agreement.! These 
include:

!  Applicants seeking asylum within the borders of the country.! The 
Agreement only applies along the land border; those who enter by air or sea 
may still seek asylum in the other country;

!  Applicants who have a valid visa or do not require a visa to enter the other 
country may still pursue asylum in the second country;

!  Unaccompanied minors may seek asylum in either country;

! !Applicants with family members in the other country who are citizens, 
residents, students, refugees, asylees, or have asylum applications pending.! 
For this exception, family is broadly deÞned to include:

Parents (including legal guardians), spouses, sons or daughters,  
grandparents,!uncles and aunts or nieces and nephews.

!In Canada only :! ÒCommon law partnersÓ which is deÞned as a person of 
the same or opposite sex with whom the individual has resided in a 
conjugal (romantic) relationship for at least one year.! Although most aspects 
of the agreement are reciprocal, the United States does not allow a foreign 
national who traveled through Canada an exception based on his or her 
Òcommon law partnershipÓ with an American.

¥ Applicants who are from a moratorium country can enter to make an 
asylum case. Currently those countries exempt from the Safe Third 
Country Agreement include: Afghanistan, Burundi, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Haiti, Iraq, Liberia, Rwanda, and Zimbabwe
!!!
For all others who do not fall within one of the above exceptions, they can 
only pursue asylum in the country in which they Þrst landed.

What this means for VIVE is the heavy ßow of refugees needing assistance 
in evaluating whether they are able to enter Canada to seek asylum will 
continue at its current rate.

Section of the above article was adapted from the Immigration Equality Website. 
The original title of the article was Ò10 Immigration Basics - The Safe Third 
Country AgreementÓ http://www.immigrationequality.org/manual_template.php?
id=1035

Immigration News Continued
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A New Playroom!
Last March, 11 students from Xavier University came to VIVE to perform service 
rather than take part in more traditional spring break activities. This year, VIVE 
was happy to host another group of students from Xavier. The students completely 
re-did the playroom, including installing new carpeting, which the students 
donated. In addition to the playroom, the students helped out with a number of 
other smaller projects around the shelter as well. 

Rehapping the playroom. The students pictured next to their mural. Putting on the Þnishing touches.


