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Border Post

Shorter 
Wait Times
Back in 2007 families waited four months to get an 
appointment at VIVE, only to have to wait another 
month to six weeks to get an appointment at the Border. 
Since then, waiting periods have been reduced by 
66-84%. However, more needs to be done as families 
waiting for appointments to Canada are using up their 
meager savings and in some cases facing signiÞcantly 
greater risks.

In October 2007, the lag-time from when a refugee 
first contacted VIVE and when they finally had their 
appointment to go to the border was four months. 
Such a long waiting period was inhumane to people 
often in desperate situations. By early 2008 we 
reduced that time to 2-4 weeks by reorganizing our 
intake process and streamlining our procedures. 
Now we’re working with the Canadian Border 
Services Agency’s Refugee Processing Unit at the 

Peace Bridge to reduce it further to a 1 to 2 week 
wait by January 2009. And there may be 
opportunities to reduce it even further in the future.

Still More to be Done

Even with the reductions in wait time, some families 
have spent up to 4 weeks at our La Casa Shelter. For 

most of the year VIVE has been filled to capacity 
with asylum seekers  waiting a week to ten days for 
a bed. Many of the individuals waiting to get a bed 
at VIVE stayed at local hotels, often using up their 
on-hand cash and in some cases increasing their risk 
of detention and return back to their home country 
from where they fled fearing persecution.

Waiting Families Face Risks

Over the last year, as many as 20 families were 
detained while waiting for their appointments. 
Recently one family was detained while in a taxi 
from their hotel to VIVE. The oldest son was held 
and is likely to be deported back to his home 
country where he faces an uncertain future. The 
trend of increasing arrests have been seen nationally, 
almost tripling in the last year, especially within 100 
miles of international borders. We have seen this in 
Western New York with enforcement officers 
increasing as much as tenfold from approximately 
300 in 1997 to more than 3000 in the next few years. 
The faster we can process refugees and get them to 
the border for their appointment or begin their U.S. 
asylum cases, the safer they and their families will 
be.

Offering hope, opportunity, food and shelter to 67,000 refugees since 1984.
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VIVE & AmeriCorps
Three AmeriCorps 
volunteers make all the 
difference.
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A New Phone System!
After years of busy 
signals, dropped and 
lost calls VIVE Þnally 
gets a new phone 
system. By the end of 
January calls to VIVE 
should be much easier.
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8 New Murals
Refugees paint 8 new 
murals, bringing the 
total to more than 30.
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An Interview with Sr. 
Louise Lopez
Our interview with 
Sr. Louise is the Þrst 
in a series 25 Years 
of Sanctuary, 25 
Years of Hope. Over 
the next year weÕll sit 
down with the people 
who helped shape 
VIVE.

Contact VIVE:
Telephone:
Voice (716) 892-4354
Fax (716) 892-6191

By Mail:
50 Wyoming Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14215
USA
vivelacasa.org
info@vivelacasa.org
volunteer@vivelacasa.org

A Family Being Registered at VIVE
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D I R E C T O R ’ S  
N O T E  

Twenty Þve years ago 
VIVE began as the 
Interfaith Refugee 
Program. Since our 
founding by the 
Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious, VIVE has gone through 
many changes, but at itÕs core it still has the 
same mission: To provide help and sanctuary to 
refugees. VIVE assists asylum seekers that 
other programs donÕt serve, most often because 
they donÕt Þt into traditional funding streams.  
These are the refugees who are fresh from war 
zones or trapped here as their countries 
descend into chaos and conßict.

At VIVE we meet most of the needs of our 
clients including the basics of housing, food, 
registration, basic health services, and clothing 
to the more individualized services such as 
arranging for counseling, schooling, adult 
education, legal representation, access to faith 
communities, coordination with area health 
care facilities for more complex medical issues, 
and much more. On an annual budget of less 
than $575,000, VIVE has been able to help 
almost 4,000 refugees a year begin to recover 
and begin the process of starting a new life. 
ThatÕs less than $145/person for everything. 
For an average stay, thatÕs less than $14.00/
day.

As we remember our history, we are planning 
for VIVEÕs future. A stable healthy VIVE is 
critical to refugees around the world who are 
looking for options to escape the violence and 
terror in their home countries. WeÕve managed 
to move VIVE from ÒsurvivingÓ to Ògetting 
byÓ while improving services, and over the 
next year weÕll move towards sustainability. 
That may mean re-examining the services we 
provide and how we function as an 
organization. The most important thing is that 
VIVE is strong and that VIVE is here.  
Because there will always be refugees, there 
must always be someplace that provides 
sanctuary and hope.

Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Executive Director

VIVE/Belle Center 
AmeriCorps 
Partnership
This past October, three young women walked 
through the doors of VIVE’s refugee shelter and 
immediately went to work. Gabrielle Brewer, Emma 
Dosch, and Veronica Ivey, our newly- acquired  
AmeriCorps workers have varied backgrounds but 
all have a common purpose- helping to improve the 
service provided by VIVE to its global clientele. 

Gabrielle works at the shelter several days per week 
(including weekends) and helps coordinate 
volunteer activities, along with attending to various 
refugee needs. She is in her 3rd year at Buffalo State 
College, having previously obtained an Associates 
Degree from Bryant and Stratton Institute. “This is 
the first job I don’t mind getting up for,” says 
Gabrielle, who looks forward to coming in each day. 
Her favorite memory to date is being a participant 
in last November’s Freedom Bowl.

Emma Dosch is from Alfred, N.Y..  She graduated 
from Alfred-Almond Central School this past June. 
She decided to take a year off to do life-experience 
work before she attends Allegheny College in 
Pennsylvania in the Fall of 2009. Emma works 
Mondays-Fridays, assisting with refugee services, 
supervising morning chores, and helping to assign 
beds to incoming clients. She relishes the 
uniqueness of VIVE, and loves being able to “hang 
out and get to know so many cool and interesting 
people.”

Like Gabriel, Veronica Ivey is also from Buffalo. 
Veronica is currently attending the University of 
Buffalo. Her primary task is to supervise the 
preparation and distribution of shelter meals on the 
weekends and on some holidays. She also aids in 
providing needed items for refugees and their 
families. Veronica loves her work at VIVE because 
“there is something new happening every day.”  She 
feels it has changed her cultural awareness greatly. 
Her most memorable moment so far was when a Sri 
Lankan man insisted that she take his “hoody” after 
she had complimented him on it.

Through a partnership with The Belle Center’s 
Buffalo LeaderShape AmeriCorps program, VIVE 
has benefited from the services of these three 
youthful, energetic, and enthusiastic citizens.  They 
bring much to our overall mission. We look forward 
to working with The Belle Center for years to come.

VIVE’s Donation 
Room Gets Organized
Before October, looking for a coat, clothing, or other 
goods in our donation room was an ordeal. In the 
best of situations, clothes and sheets would be 
sorted and folded on 12 foot-high shelves and 
sorted through one by one to find something 
suitable. 

More frequently, looking for an item would involve 
grabbing one of as many as 300 garbage bags, going 
through it, and hoping you’d get lucky. 

Last October all that changed. VIVE purchase 24 
clothing racks and put all the clothes on hangers 
and sorted them by item and gender.

Now instead of depending on staff or volunteers to 
go through random bags of clothing, refugees can 
browse through the racks for items that suit their 
needs and tastes. The Donation Room “tienda” is 
opened 3 to 4 hours/day during the week, turning 
over hundreds of items of clothing every day.

VIVE Included in 2009 

Erie County Budget
VIVE receives $50,000 in County Budget.

VIVE was included in the 2009 Erie County Budget 
for $50,000. VIVE worked with Erie County 
Department of Social Services Commissioner 
Michael Weiner, Erie County Legislature Majority 
Leader Maria Whyte, and County Legislator Tom 
Mazur. VIVE requested and received a grant for 
$50,000 for our La Casa shelter. In a year when many 
social services and cultural organizations were 
reduced or zeroed out of the budget we’re very 
grateful that we were included this year.

Victoria Ivey (left), Emma Dosch (center) and 
Gabriella Brewer (right) cleaning up VIVEÕs 
new donation room. 
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Board of Directors
Deacon Roderick McDowell, Esq. Ñ President
Rev. John Long Ñ Vice-President
TBA Ñ Treasurer
Sr. Marie Stachowiak, FSSJ Ñ Secretary
Joseph Ritzert Ñ Legal Counsel

Maria Antonucci, RN MS
Claudia Chiesi, PhD
Sr. Lori High, SSMN
Sr. Judith Justinger, SSJ
Sr. Barbara Juszkiewicz, CSSF
Sr. Bea Leising, OSF
William Leslie-McSpadden
Michael E. Marszalkowski, Esq.
Sr. Eileen Steen, RSM
Sr. Mary Kay Stahl, OSF
Deacon Thomas Tripp
Sr. Majorie Weisnet, SSS

Executive Director
Brian Brown-Cashdollar

Director of Operations
Angela Jordan

Border Post Editors
Thomas Tripp & Brian Brown-Cashdollar

A New Phone System!
After years of busy signals and dropped or lost calls VIVE 
Þnally gets a new phone system.

If you’ve ever tried to get through on the phone to 
VIVE, you know it’s not an easy task. With a 
combination of heavy volume and very old 
technology, it sometimes took a lot of persistence and 
little bit of luck to reach a live body.

We had a new phone system installed in December 
and Sr. Kimberly Claus, OSF will be joining VIVE as 
our new receptionist in early January 2009. Sister Kim 
interned at VIVE over the summer and transferred up 
from Pittsburgh to join our staff. She will be a great 
asset to VIVE and we’re happy to have her.

By the end of January it should be much easier for 
callers into VIVE to reach their intended parties. This 
means we’ll be able to offer more refugees information 
on the asylum seeking process to help them make the 
right choices for themselves and their families.

VIVE in the 
Community
When people hear about VIVE or visit, theyÕre much more 
likely to support VIVE.

Although VIVE turns 25 this year, many people still 
don’t know what we do or who we serve. When given 
the opportunity to explain our mission, our unique 
role in the worldwide sanctuary movement, and the 
people we serve, people come away with an 
understanding of the importance of VIVE and many 
adopt us as our own.

An important part of being able to tell VIVE’s story is 
having the opportunity to reach people. As VIVE 
supporters you are our best resource in reaching new 
people. If you’re a member of a group, association, 
organization, or faith community you think would be 
receptive, please contact our Executive Director at 
716-892-4354 x402 (and see our new phone system in 
action).

We regularly speak at church services, business 
associations, and community group meetings.  We’d 
love to meet with you and your group.

VIVEÕs Mission

VIVE INC is a non-proÞt, 
humanitarian organization 
that assists refugees 
seeking protection in 
Canada and the US.  
Rooted in an interfaith 
tradition, VIVE welcomes 
refugees from diverse 
backgrounds. (Updated 
November 2008)

Toothbrushes

Deodorants

Adult Socks 

ChildrenÕs Socks 

Sponges

Mops

Brushes

Cleaning Solvents

Medical ID Bracelets 
(Disposable)

Programming Volunteers

Computer Geeks

Volunteer Drivers

Community Liaisons

Speaking Opportunities 
with Area Organizations

Consumer Refrigerator

Commercial Kitchen Sink 
& Equipment

XP Capable Computers

Mac OS X.4 Capable 
Computers

Steel Frame Beds

WISH LIST

Pledge 
Online:

vivelacasa.org
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Adams, Cynthia
Adolf, Simone
Ahmed, Mozaffar
Ahmed, Shahbir 
Akiwumi, Evelyn
Alaimo, Carol
Albert, Jeffrey
Ali, Irshad
All Automotive Service
Allen, Donna
Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Honor Society
Alt, Peg  - John A. Sciole School
Alt, Wayne
Altier, Marie
Altucher, Nathan & Marychild Carol Jean
American Red Cross- Greater Buffalo Chapter
Amherst Central School District Middle 
School
Amherst Community Church
Amherst East Rotary Club
Amos, Sharon
Anllo, Victorino
Azzarelli, John V
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Armstrong, Judith
Arnold, Marguerite
Astmann, Anne
Attea, Frederick
Austin, Frank 
Babcock, Peter & Linda
Balzano, Gregory
Banks, II, James R - Faith Missionary Baptist 
Church
Battleson, Brenda
Bauer, Carl & Camille
Bauer, Paul 
Becker, Miriam 
Becker, Vincent
Bellan, Robert
Bellanca, Kathryn
Beroza, Connie
Bird, Anne
Bishop Fallon Pre-Novitiate
Bishop's Fund, Episcopal Diocese of WNY
Bisson, Mary
Bissonette Memorial Foundation
Bistany, Theodore
Blackburn, Alan & Barbara
Block Club Magazine
Bogdan, Lynne
Bohn, Richard & Nancy 
Boice, Dave & Kathy
Bol, Joyce
Bork, Paul
Bowman, Charles 
Brady, Evelyn 
Breen, Lupe 
Brennan, Mary S
Bridgford, Peter
Brown, Barbara
Brown, Betty
Brown, Wendy
Brown-Cashdollar, Tracey & Brian
Browne, E.
Brunish, Bette
Brynolfson, Thelma
Buffalo & Fort Erie Public Bridge Authority
Buffalo Teachers Federation, Inc.
Buffalo Urban Renewal Agency
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Bulger, Patricia
Burns, Marie
Buscarino, Helen 
Bush, Renee
Butler, Bernardine
Cain, Eleanor
Callahan, Kami
Callahan, Mary
Calvary Episcopal Church
Cammarano, Vincent
Canisius College- Office of Campus Ministry
Canisius College Undergraduate Student 
Association
Cappello, Robert
Cardina, Margaret
Cardina, Teresa
Carfagna, Catherine
Carlo, James
Carr, Edward
Cascio, Nina
Cashing, Douglas
Cayford, Ruth
Cefaratti, John
Celniker, Philip

Chan, Shirley
Chiampou Travis Beshaw & Kershner, LLP
Chiesi, Claudia
Christ The King Friary
Church of The Nativity UCC
Church Women United
Churchill Memorial UM Women
CIC Group LLC, 
Cislo, Frank
Clarkson, William
Cleveland Drive Presbyterian Church
Cleveland Heights Christian Church
Close, Joan
Cloutier, Louis
CLS Vending, LLC
Cohen, Frederick & Maura
Cohen & Lombardo, P.C. Attorneys
Collins, J.
Colvin, Irene
Colvin, John
Community Foundation For Greater Buffalo 
Conde, Maria
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Connolly, Al & Pat
Cook, Roger
Coombs, Zoe
Cosbey, Nanette
Cotroneo, George
Cotter, Timothy
Coury, Joanne
Covington United Presbyterian Church
Crawford, Richard
Crawford, Roberta
Crumlish, Jane
Csont, Wilma
Cuddy, Jean M
Curran, Cynthia
Curran, Ruthann
Curtin, John
Damon, Deborah
Daniels, Donald
Dann, Ashley
Dann, Maureen
Darroch, Nelson
Davis, Joseph and Patricia
Davis, William
Dawson, Julia
Dayer, Roberta
Dearing, Mary
Delft Printing Inc.
Derby, Mary
Des Forges, Roger
DeSimone, Gerard
Di Carlo, Sally
Diaz-Herrera, Patricia
Diaz-Ordaz, Albert
Dickinson, Susan
Diina, Anthony N
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Diversity
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Disare, Thomas
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Ellis, Mary
Empire Home Inspections of WNY, Inc.
Episcopal Community Services WNY
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Essek, Kathryn
Evans, Katherine 

Evans, Marie & Peter 
Evans, Regina 
Evans, Stephen
Evans-Devereux Memorial Fund
Faith UCC Women's Fellowship
Faith United Presbyterian Church
Farkas, Michael
Farkas-Huezo, Roberta
Farrell, Jocelyn
Farry, James
Faulhaber, Gregory
Felician Sisters of St. Francis
Feller, Alan
Fels-Becker, Marcia
Ferguson, Marianne
Figliotti, M. S
Filvaroff, David
First Presbyterian Church of East Aurora
First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo
First Presbyterian Church Of Clarence
First United Methodist Church
Fisher, Robert
Flickinger, Mary
Flickinger, Peter
Floyd, David & Anne
Foley, Patricia
Food Bank of WNY
Foote, Ron & Sybil
Fortuna, Frances
Foster, Gordon
Foster, Linda & Andrew
Fowler, Susan
Frake, Charles & Joanne
France, Anna Kay
Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph
Frankel, Marcia & Marvin
Franklin, Fred
Fraser, Donald
Frawley, William
Fried, Mimo 
Friends of John LaFalce
Galie, Phyllis
Ganapathy, Soumya 
Gardner, Jonathan
Gent, Michael
Gernatt, Dan  - Gernatt Asphalt Products, Inc.
Gervase, Lucille
Gestwicki, Tom & Andrea
Getty, Cathleen
Gilmore, Jean
Gleason, Margaret Mary
Godinez, Denise
Goergen, Peter
Gold, Peter
Goldman, Catherine
Grace, Lee
Graham, Ann
Gramza, Annemarie & Mark
Gramza, Joseph
Grande, Geraldine
Greenbaum, Leslie Mark
Greene, Charles
Greene, Robert
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart
Grimm, Robert & Roberta
Gundlach, Beverly
Gundlach, Charlotte
Habib, Amy
Hahn, Charles
Hahn, Frederick
Halley, Judith
Halvorson, Christine
Hamlin, Lynn & Ward
Hanzlian, Patricia
Harbison, James
Hardy, Diane
Harris, Grace
Harrity, Patricia
Harter, Angelica
Hart, Edwin P
Hartman, Laura
Hartney, Michael 
Harwood, Sandra & Alden
Hasselback, Sandy & Phil
Hays, Mary 
Haynes, Nan & Richard
Headlee, Patricia
Heffern, Robert & Kathleen
Heller, Franklin
Hemann, Richard & Beverley
Hennessy, Mary
Hennessy, Thomas H
Henry, Elsie
Henry, Howard

Herbst, Mary 
Herman, Ray
Hezel, George
Hitzges, Richard
Hobbs, Olive
Hodan, B.
Hoffman, John
Hollinger, Helen
Hoover, Nadine
Horton, Norma
Houghtaling, John
HSBC Philanthropic Programs
Huberman, Anne & Joel 
Human, Jeffrey
Human & Civil Rights Organizations of 
America
Hurley, Mary
Hyman, Edward
Iannaccone, Adolph
Idzik, Joanne 
Iggers, Georg & Wilma
Infant of Prague R.C. Church
Ingram Micro Philanthropic Committee
Insalaco, Deborah
Insera, Maxine
Jacobs, Dale
James, William
Jamieson, Charles
Jarmusz, Leonard  
Jesuit Community of St. Michael's Church
Jezek, Rainer & Barbara
John R. Oishei Foundation
Johnson, Lauri
Johnson, Ruth
Joleine, Celestin M
Jones, Diane
Josephine Goodyear Foundation
Joy Family Foundation
Juenker, Donna
Kahler, Lucinda
Kane, Timothy L
Kappa Upsilon Zeta Chapter
Karimi, Aziza
Kavinoky Cook LLP
Kawi, Lynn
Kawi, Tarik & Patricia 
Keane, Margaret
Kearns, John
Keller, Anthony
Kellner, Lester & Delores
Kemp, Barbara M
Kenmore Presbyterian Church
Kennedy, Mary
Kennedy, Martin F
Kenrick, James C. & Mary 
Kester, Daniel 
Khan, Helen
Kiwi Club- Western New York Chapter
Klawon, Marcia
Klick, Robert & Gina
Klocke, Kathleen
Knauber, Mary Leo
Knights of St. John Ladies' Auxiliary
Knott, Liam
Kohlhagen, Janice  L
Kohler, Phyllis
Kolken, Bob & Liz
Korn, Charles & Deborah
Kosek, Mary  C
Kosek, Paul
Kovacs, Robert
Krauss, Brian
Kremers, Glen
Kresse, Mary
Kubala, Jamie
Kuczkowski, Patricia
Kuhlmann, John
Kuhn, Irene
Kuminski, Kenneth
LaFalce, John & Patricia 
Lamb Charles & Betty
Lamb, Norma
Lane, Warren
Lanham, Donna
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VIVE Donations Received Over the Last Twelve Months January 2008 Ð December 2008.
Over the last year we have received gifts from 747 donors, which represents a 18% increase over last year. 

Your generosity keeps VIVE strong.
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VIVE Donations Received Over the Last Twelve Months January 2008 Ð December 2008.
Over the last year we have received gifts from 747 donors, which represents a 18% increase over last year. 

Your generosity keeps VIVE strong.
Lawley Service Insurance 
Lawrence, Donald & Miriam
Lawson, Sally
Leising, Bea 
Leising, John
Leo, Jack & Luanne
Leonard, Charles
Levine, Adeline
Levine, Andrew & Bonnie 
Lew, Maggie 
Lien, Dorothy
Lincoln, Sarah & John
Lipsitz, Richard & Rita
Little, Judith
Lockwood, Anne & Alan
Long, John
Lonski, Bob & Jackie
Lonski, Jessica 
Lopez, Louise
Lord, Patricia
Love, Mary
Love, William
Lowry, Joseph & Vanessa
Lucas, Joanne
Lucente, Rocco
Ludwiczak, Mary A
Ludwig, Caroline
Ludwig, Kathleen
Ludwig, Mark
Luhr, Alfred
Lunsford, Susanna
Lynch, Loretta & Thomas
Macaluso, Kathleen
Maciejewski, Suzanne
Magnuson, Betty 
Magnuson, Muriel
Mahoney, David & Heidi
Mallon, Ruth 
Malone, Evelyn
Mandych, Alex & Karen
Mang, James
Mangan, Laura
Mannella, Lynne 
Manning, Edwin 
Marinsky, Jane & Sharpe, Daniel
Martin, Brenda
Martin, Michael
Maryvale Senior Class
Marszalkowski, Michael E.
Mason, Martha
Mattar, Elaine
Matteliano, Mary
Mattingly, William
Mazurkiewicz, Jerry & Barbara
McAloon, Margaret
McCarthy, Gail
McCarthy, Jean
McCarthy, W. Donn & Barbara
McClelland, Judith V
McClintick, Elizabeth 
McCluskey, Martha 
McCormack, Mary
McDowell, Roderick
McGrath, Margaret
McKenna, Eileen
McLain Foundation 
McLean, Lillis
McLaughlin, William & Marion
McSpadden, W.
Meeks, Barbara
Megerle, Elsie
Mendez, Kathleen H
Mensch, Elizabeth
Metivier, Victor
Metro Justice- ROCLA Rochester Comm. on 
Latin America
Metrodata Services Inc.
Metzger, Judy and Jim
Metzger, Rose 
Metzger, Sarah
Meyerowitz, Ruth
Meyers, Jason
Mierzwa, Barbara 
Miles, Arlene
Miller, Daniel
Milligan, Jacqueline
Mirza, Mahmud
Miskell, Gabrielle
Mistretta, Salvatore
Montante, Carl  J - Uniland Development 
Company
Moomaw, Ellen
Morgan, Bonnie
Morris, Raymond L
Morgulis, Joanne & Eugene
Morris, Candise

Mott, Peter & Gail
Muhr, Wayne & Sylvia
Munschauer, Cynthia 
Munter, Patricia
Murphy, Linda
Murrett, Janice and Peter 
Murrett, Timothy
Muslim Public Affairs Council of WNY
Myers, Kathryn & Gary
Naffziger, Nancy
Network of Religious Communities- Riefler 
Fund
Neumeister, Michael
Neuner, Sharon
Newbert, Russell
Newman, Mildred
Nicolay, Nick & Carolyn
Nicosia, Susan
Noel, Nancy
North, Robert
North Bergen Presbyterian Church
North Presbyterian Church
Nowak, William
Nugent, Richard
O'Brien, James
O'Connell, Mary
O'Hara, Joan
O'Herron, Brian & Mary
O'Neill, Brian
O'Rourke, Marie 
O'Shea, Robert
Ochterski, Barbara
Oczek, Aloisius 
Olender, Elizabeth
Orchard Park Friends Meeting
Orchard Park Presbyterian Church
Orgren, Jim & Sally
Our Lady of Peace Church
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help Church
Our Lady of Victory Homes of Charity
Parker, Catherine B
Parker, Melvin
Parkins, C.
Parks, Joan
Paul, Virginia
Paul, Sylvia 
Pearman, Dorothy
Pendleton Center United Methodist Women
Penepent, Philip & Paula
Penfold, Kristina
Penfold, Richard & Karen
Peplowski, Thaddeus S 
Petersen, Jeanne
Peterson, Ron
Petrilli, Roberto
Petrillo, Mike  - Valu Home Centers
Phillips Lytle LLP
Piatkowski, Dennis J
Pikus, Michael & Patricia
Pine, Martin & Ellen
Pirrung, Terri
Piske, Kathleen 
Plance, Marilyn
Ploeger, Claudia & Tim
Poczik, Robert  L
Polowy, Patricia
Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting
Porpiglia, Joseph
Potts, Patricia
Pozarny, Rolene
Presbyterian Women- First Pres Church of 
Lewiston
Presbytery of Western New York
Price, Judson
Primm, Herb
Privett, Marilyn
Proctor, Gail
Providence Fund
Punnett, Kenneth & Wendy 
Purcell, Peter DDS
Putnam, Sydneymarie 
Quota International of Amherst
Radecke, Donald  E
Raiken, Jerry
Raney, Mary
Rasp, Alfred
Ray, Kathleen
Reber, Thomas
Red Carpet Inn- Haripriya, Inc.
Refugee Contributions - $30.868
Regan, William
Reilly, Dorothea
Reis, Carol
Remsen Church of God
Renn, Emily
Richthammer, Irene

Rimo, Julianna
Risler, Harold J
Riordan, D.
Ritzert, Joseph
Riverside Salem UCC/DC
Roberts, Frances
Robinson, Nancy
Roblin, Esther
Rogers, Kenneth
Roll, Raymond
Romano, Brenda 
Rose, Lawrence
Ruch, David
Rutstein, Alvin
Ryan, Patricia
Saldanha Family Foundation 
Sampson, RW & Susan
Sanden, Rose  M
Sanes, Carlyn M
Sarfraz, Jamil
Sarkin, Marcia
Sawicz, Paul
Saxe, Gerald
Scarfia, Gabriel
Scarlett, Elizabeth
Schaeffer, George
Schanzer, George
Scharf, Robert
Scheider, William
Schieb, Richard
Schiesl, Eileen
Schiferle, Ray
Schneider, Jake & Katie
Schofield, Thomas
Schroeder, Melvin
Schultz, Thomas
Schum, Jon
Schweitzer, Jo
Sciolino, Janet
Seel, Don & Nancy
Seeman, Erik
Seil, Paul D
Shalman, A.
Shephard, William
Sheridan, Michael
Sherman, Kenneth
Shestack, Nancy
Siepierski, Paul
Silverstein, Cynthia & David
Simmons, Michael
Simpson, Nan & Walter
Singh, Helen
Siraj, Hennah
Sirianni, Joyce
Sister Frances Roberts, SSJ
Sister Judith Justinger, SSJ
Sisters of Mercy - Buffalo
Sisters of Social Service
Sisters of St. Francis of Holy Name Province
Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann 
Communities
Sisters of St. Joseph
Sisters of St. Mary Of Namur
Smith, Eugenia
Smith, Margaret
Smith, Michael
Smyton, James
Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Soffin, Rosemary 
Soniwala, Saifuddin & Tahera
Soponski, Maryanne
Sorotsky, Marc
Spencer, Karen
Sperrazza, Rosalie
Spyridon, Maria
SS. Columba-Brigid Church
St. Benedict School
St. John the Baptist RC Church
St. Paul's Episcopal Church Women
St. Paul's UCC- Shawnee
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter's UCC
St. Stephens RC Church
St. Stephens-Bethlehem UCC
St. Thomas Aquinas
Stahl, OSF, Mary Kay 
Stahl, Susan
Stang, Mary Norbert 
Stehlik, Margaret
Steinwachs, Michael P & Susan
Steinwald, Ann & Dave
Steller, Paul
Stengel, Carleen
Stengel, Paul
Stevens, E. W.
Stevens, Phillips

Steward, Dorothy
Stewart, Rex
Stewart, Ruth
Stier, Carol
Stuart, Corinne
Sullivan, Elizabeth & John
Sullivan, W.
Syed, Attaulah & Naseera 
Syed, Eajazul Haq & Margaret M.
Sylvester, Robert & Helen
Syms, Charles
Szalinski, Paul & Sandra
Szell, Michelene
Tanzella, Joseph
Taylor, Beth
Temple Israel, 
Terhune, Kenneth & Maria
Testa, Edward
Thieroff, Jeanne
Thiruvathanan, Ramachandran
Thompson, Ruby
Thorburn, Melissa
Thornton, Tamara & Jonathan
Thurston, Eleanor
Tierney, Robert
Tomkins, Suzanne
Torrell, Marjorie & Laurie Dean
Torsell, Margaret
Tran, Winton
Trinity Episcopal Church Of Hamburg ECW
Tripp, Thomas 
Troy, Joyce & Tom
Trump, Joan
Tucker, Colleen
Tuyn, Alicia
Tuyn, William
Twagilimana, Aimable
Twist, David
Uhlman, Frank & Marella
Uhteg, Lois
University Presbyterian Church
Uschold, Raymond F
Vaccaro, Emily
Vaccaro, Paul
Valley Pharmacy
Van Heusen, Lawrence
Venuto, Ann M
Venuto, Rocco
Vergils, Patricia
Vervisch, Catherine
Voell, Paula & Tony
Vukelic, Paul & Amy
Wajed, Hawwao
Wallace, Kimberly
Wallingford, Helen 
Walsh, Mary Ellen
Walter, Mary Elizabeth
Wangchok, Karma 
Ward, Kathryn A
Ward, Louis
Watts, David
Wayside Presbyterian Church
Weekley, Sarah
Weiler, Marlene
Weimer, John
Welch, Claude & Ludwig Jeannette
WNY Area Churches in Covenant
WNY Library Resources Council
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Whitefield, Juliana
Whitney, Paul
Wiedeman, Maureen
Williams, Cheryl
Winkelsas, Michele
Woerner, Janet D
Woike, Kay & Glenn
Woike-Ganga, Elizabeth
Wojteczek, Theresa
Wooding, Gail
Woodman, Danielle
Wright, Kathleen
Wright, Nancy J
Wright, Rupert
Wunder, Loleta
Yale-Loehr, Stephen
Zablocki, Edward 
Zajac, Richard
Zoromski, Carrie
Zubek, Mary
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Refugees Say Thanks with New Murals
Over the last 25 years, refugees staying at VIVE have expressed their gratitude in many ways, including over 30 murals. Below are five of the eight murals done 
in the last year. The murals, in addition to expressing their appreciation to VIVE, also represent the refugees’ pride and sometimes their aspirations for their 
home countries. To see the murals in color go to the vivelacasa.org website and click on the “News & Events” link at the top of the page and download the pdf of 
the newsletter.

Nicaragua El Salvador

El Salvador

Haiti Tibet

http://vivelacasa.org
http://vivelacasa.org
http://vivelacasa.org/news.htm
http://vivelacasa.org/news.htm
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Sr. Louise Lopez, SSF 
Sister Louise Lopez, SSF, started working for VIVE 
when it was still known by its original title, The 
Interfaith Refugee Program, and was located separate 
from the shelter in downtown Buffalo. The year was 
1987, and Sr. Louise served in a secretarial capacity - 
answering incoming calls, translating documents, 
and performing some bookkeeping as well. 

The following year, Sister Louise moved over to 
work in the same capacity at the site of the first 
shelter in Lackawanna. It had previously served as 
the convent of the Felician Sisters. She continued to 
work under Executive Director Sr. Bonnie Butler, 
SSMN and House Directors Sr. Betty DeCaesare, SSJ 
and Cindy Drennan. Cindy developed the first 
VIVE newsletters. 

Sister Louise then moved with most of the 
administrative crew to the present location on 
Wyoming Avenue in 1991. By that time, the Rev. 
John Long had become the Executive Director. It 
was in this move that a legal department was also 
established under the direction of Deborah Greitzer. 
Ironically, Deborah returned last year in the same 
position after a 5-year hiatus. Louise continued her 
invaluable service to VIVE for 21 years, until 
growing health concerns forced her to leave in 
September of 2008. She had the longest continual 
service to the organization of any individual - 
spanning five directors and two interim directors. 

Sister Louise remembers when Canadian 
immigration lawyers (current Board President Rod 
McDowell included) used to come to VIVE to talk to 
their clients directly.

She recalled that the refugee clients were 
temporarily housed at the Mohawk Hotel while the 
Wyoming facility was being prepared for 
occupation, and that taxi fares were routinely paid 
for by the shelter.

Asked to recall a memorable experience, Louise 
remembered a diminutive Mexican Indian who 
showed up to the early offices on Main Street.  He 

possessed a tiny bible (tucked away in his shirt 
pocket), spoke only Spanish, and thought he had 
landed in the city of Detroit. His most immediate 
and obsessive concern was to take a shower 
somewhere - anywhere! He had been Sister Louise’s 
first contact with refugees of any kind, and then he 
just disappeared. He had never shown up at the 
shelter.

Though slowed by physical ailments, Sr. Louise 
Lopez still has her mind and memories honed to 
razor-sharp levels, and after so many years of 
service there remains a loving fondness for VIVE 
and our clients. She was, for many of them, the first 
voice of welcoming to a new life and freedom. What 
a wonderful service she provided!

 

A Happy 
Thanksgiving
Generous donations make for a very happy Thanksgiving.

Holidays can be hard for those in transition or those 
going through hard times. Many of the people 
served by VIVE would fall into both categories. 
However, holidays can be a time for renewals and 
for those at VIVE it’s a time for new beginnings.

This year VIVE received 58 donated Turkeys 
including 28 from First Presbyterian Church and 
Temple Beth AM, a 47 pound bird from Winter 
Farms, and another 19 turkeys from community 
groups and individuals. 

As usual the Food Bank came through with stuffing 
and fixings. We also received an anonymous 
donation of sweet potato pies. Thanks to the 
generosity of VIVE supporters we were able to 
provide our clients with a wonderful holiday feast, 
which even included vegetarian and vegan options 
to meet the needs of all our clients.

Celebrating the 
Holidays
A Pi–ata, Santa, and a Catered Christmas Meal helped 
make the holidays very merry.

A late afternoon snow storm in mid-December 
made it a little difficult for everyone to make it to 
our annual holiday party, but Santa made it, as did 
County Legislator (and former VIVE Board 
Member) Betty Jean Grant to hand deliver Pizza and 
Wings from her daughter’s restaurant on East Ferry 
(Munchies). 

In addition to Santa and plenty of food, the children 
enthusiastically beat a piñata with a very large stick 
until it gave up its goodies. Thanks to the News 
Neediest Fund, St. BenedictÕs School, First Presbyterian 
Church, Buffalo Tourist Lodge, Breast Cancer Network of 
WNY, Delevan-Grider Community Center, St. 
AnthonyÕs Parish Community, St. Mary School for the 
Deaf, Orchard Park Presbyterian Church, St. MaryÕs 
Pre-School, Canisus College OfÞce of Student Retention, 
Campus Ministry, and United Student Government, 
New Era Cap, Church Women United, East Aurora 
Middle School Latin Club, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, 
Amherst Fire Council, St. PeterÕs Episcopal Church, 
Walls Memorial AME Church, Congregation Tikkun 
VÕor, St. Vincent Depaul Society, Starpoint Central, and 
Orchard Park High School Spanish Honors and many 
others there were plenty of gifts for children and 
adults alike.

On Christmas, thanks to a very generous gift from 
Temple Beth Zion, the refugees were treated to a 
catered meal from Johnny CÕs New York Deli & 
Caterers. The Christmas Dinner and the leftovers 
met with rave reviews.

VIVE INC
1984-2009

25 Years of Sanctuary
25 Years of Hope
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Images from the Freedom Bowl 2008
Fantastic food from ten different countries prepared by the refugees, staff and 
volunteers; many gift baskets donated by our Board of Directors and community 
members; and musical entertainment from the ÒDaughters of Creative SoundÓ and 
the Sudanese Band ÒEmatongÓ made for another successful Freedom Bowl. Hope to 
see all of you next year for some great food and great dancing!

Choosing a Freedom Bowl Dancing to Sudanese Sounds of Ematong Sharing a meal
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May 14, 2009
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